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PEFC Checklist - Sustainable Forest Management (PEFC ST 1003:2018) 

1 Scope 

This checklist covers requirements for sustainable forest management as defined in PEFC ST 
1003:2018, Sustainable Forest Management – Requirements. 

Any inconsistencies between this text and the original referred to document will be overruled by the 
content and wording of the technical document. 

2 Checklist 

PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation 
(including quotation of relevant text) 

Context of the national standard and the organisations applying a PEFC endorsed standard 

4.1 General 

The requirements for sustainable forest management defined by regional, national or sub-national 
forestmanagement standards shall: 

a) include management and performance 
requirements that are applicable at the forest 
management unit level, or at another level as 
appropriate, to ensure that the intent of all 
requirements is achieved at the forest 
management unit level; 

Note: An example of a situation where a 
requirement can be defined as being at another 
level (e.g. group/regional) is monitoring of forest 
health. Through monitoring of forest health at 
regional level, and communicating of results at 
the FMU level, the objective of the requirement 
is met without the necessity to carry out the 
individual monitoring of each forest management 
unit. 

YES 

The standard states certification requirements 
for forest management activities including all 
kinds of products and services. Requirements 
of the present standard shall be imposed on 
forest owners and managers as well as on 
contractors and other people operating within 
PEFC certified territories. The requirements 
cover all necessary processes aimed at 
sustainable forest management. 
The standard is for: 
- organisations including people who manage 
forests and exercise their rights to use forest 
areas in accordance with forest laws of the 
Russian Federation and can be the subjects 
of forest certification; 
- organisations performing conformity 
assessment - certification bodies (CBs). 
The standard can be used for self-control for 
the organisations carrying out forest 
management activities. 
Forest management requirements specified in 
the present standard shall include 
management and performance requirements 
that are applicable at the level of forest 
management unit or at another level as 
appropriate, to ensure that the aim of all 
requirements is achieved at forest 
management unit (FMU) level. 
Note: An example of a situation where a 
requirement can be defined as a requirement 
of another level (for example, group/regional) 
rather than FMU level is monitoring of forest 
health. Through monitoring of forest health at 
regional level, and communicating its results 
at the FMU level, the aim of the requirement is 
met without necessity to carry out individual 
monitoring of each forest management unit. 

The standard shall be applied within the 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation 
(including quotation of relevant text) 

territory of the Russian Federation. 

b) be clear, performance based and auditable; YES 

3.3.1 The requirements stated in principles 
have been extended in criteria and indicators 
in order to be precise, results-based, verifiable 
in the process of certification audit and 
applicable to all organisations operating on a 
specified forest area and contributing to 
achieve the goal and meet the requirements. 

c) apply to activities of all forest operators in the 
defined forest area who have an impact on 
achieving compliance with the requirements; 

YES 

3.3.1 The requirements stated in principles 
have been extended in criteria and indicators 
in order to be precise, results-based, verifiable 
in the process of certification audit and 
applicable to all organisations operating on a 
specified forest area and contributing to 
achieve the goal and meet the requirements. 

d) require record-keeping that provides evidence 
of compliance with the requirements of the forest 
management standards; 

YES 

4.1.1.5 Plans, activities and results of such 
activities proving compliance of organisation 
with the requirements of the present standard 
shall be recorded. 

e) specify “100% PEFC certified”, or another 
system specific claim, as claim to be used to 
communicate the origin of products in an area 
covered by the standard to customers with a 
PEFC chain of custody; 

Note: System specific claims of PEFC endorsed 
standards and PEFC Council approved 
abbreviations of such claims and the claim 
“100% PEFC certified”, and their translations 
into languages other than English, are published 
online on the PEFC website www.pefc.org. 

YES 

2.16 PEFC claim: Organisation’s declaration 
on material/products, stated in sales and 
delivery documentation, namely the claims 
“x% PEFC certified” and “PEFC Controlled 
Sources”. 
Note:  
1. In order to highlight PEFC certified material 
that has never been mixed with PEFC 
controlled sources material, organisations 
implementing the physical separation method 
may use the wording   “100% PEFC  Origin”  
instead  of  “100%  PEFC  certified”  for  
PEFC certified material that  was  delivered  
by a supplier that is a forest  owner/manager  
covered  by  a  PEFC recognised certificate 
issued  against  a PEFC endorsed forest 
management standard with the claim “100% 
PEFC certified” or with another PEFC 
endorsed system claim, and for PEFC 
certified material that was already delivered 
with the claim “100%  PEFC Origin”. 
Organisations receiving material with such a  
claim  “100%  PEFC  Origin”  and  
implementing the percentage method or credit 
method consider this as being the PEFC claim 
“100% PEFC certified”. 
2. A list of PEFC accepted abbreviations and 
translations of PEFC claims is available on 
the PEFC website www.pefc.org.  (PEFC) 
2.17 Declaration of outputs: For outputs from 
a PEFC product group for which the 
organisation makes a PEFC claim to a PEFC 
customer, it shall provide the customer with 
documentation providing the following 
information for each delivery: 
a) PEFC customer identification, 
b) identification of material supplier, 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation 
(including quotation of relevant text) 

c) product identification, 
d) quantity, 
e) date of delivery / delivery period / 
accounting period, 
f) applicable PEFC claim for each claimed 
product covered by the documentation, 
g) organisation’s PEFC certificate number. 
Note: 
1. The certificate number is a numerical or 
alpha-numerical combination, which is a 
unique identifier of the certificate. 
2. The organisation shall specify the type of 
documentation in which PEFC claims on 
outputs   are made. 
3. System specific claims of PEFC endorsed 
standards, PEFC Council approved 
abbreviations and the claim “100% PEFC 
certified” as well as their translations into 
languages other than English that are 
published on PEFC website www.pefc.org. 
(PEFC) 

4.3.4.7 All sold certified products shall be 
accompanied by the following information: 
a) type; 
b) volume; 
c) place of harvesting/production; 
d) date of harvesting/production; 
e) certificate number; 
f) customer details; 
g) date of custodianship transfer. 
Note: 
1- The organisation shall specify the type of 
documentation where PEFC claims for 
outputs are made. 
2- The claims of origin from the area covered 
by the standard shall be made only by forest 
owners/managers covered by a PEFC 
recognised certificate issued against the 
standard. 
3 - In case when forest owners/managers sell 
products coming from the areas other than 
those covered by the standard, claim “100% 
PEFC-certified” or other system specific claim 
shall be used only for products covered by the 
standard. 
4 - For each delivery of output products 
coming from PEFC product group with PEFC 
claim, it shall provide PEFC customer with 
documentation containing the following 
information: name of PEFC client, name of 
supplying organisation, name of products, 
volume, date of delivery / delivery period / 
accounting period, applicable PEFC claim for 
each claimed product covered by the 
documentation, number of PEFC endorsed 
certificate. 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation 
(including quotation of relevant text) 

f) require that where owners/managers of forests 
are selling products from areas other than 
covered by the standard, only products from 
areas covered by the standard are sold with the 
claim “100% PEFC-certified” or a system 
specific claim; 

YES 

2.16 PEFC claim: Organisation’s declaration 
on material/products, stated in sales and 
delivery documentation, namely the claims 
“x% PEFC certified” and “PEFC Controlled 
Sources”. 
Note:  
1. In order to highlight PEFC certified material 
that has never been mixed with PEFC 
controlled sources material, organisations 
implementing the physical separation method 
may use the wording   “100% PEFC  Origin”  
instead  of  “100%  PEFC  certified”  for  
PEFC certified material that  was  delivered  
by a supplier that is a forest  owner/manager  
covered  by  a  PEFC recognised certificate 
issued  against  a PEFC endorsed forest 
management standard with the claim “100% 
PEFC certified” or with another PEFC 
endorsed system claim, and for PEFC 
certified material that was already delivered 
with the claim “100%  PEFC Origin”. 
Organisations receiving material with such a  
claim  “100%  PEFC  Origin”  and  
implementing the percentage method or credit 
method consider this as being the PEFC claim 
“100% PEFC certified”. 
2. A list of PEFC accepted abbreviations and 
translations of PEFC claims is available on 
the PEFC website www.pefc.org.  (PEFC) 
2.17 Declaration of outputs: For outputs from 
a PEFC product group for which the 
organisation makes a PEFC claim to a PEFC 
customer, it shall provide the customer with 
documentation providing the following 
information for each delivery: 
h) PEFC customer identification, 
i) identification of material supplier, 
j) product identification, 
k) quantity, 
l) date of delivery / delivery period / 
accounting period, 
m) applicable PEFC claim for each claimed 
product covered by the documentation, 
n) organisation’s PEFC certificate number. 
Note: 
1. The certificate number is a numerical or 
alpha-numerical combination, which is a 
unique identifier of the certificate. 
2. The organisation shall specify the type of 
documentation in which PEFC claims on 
outputs   are made. 
3. System specific claims of PEFC endorsed 
standards, PEFC Council approved 
abbreviations and the claim “100% PEFC 
certified” as well as their translations into 
languages other than English that are 
published on PEFC website www.pefc.org. 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation 
(including quotation of relevant text) 

(PEFC) 

4.3.4.7 All sold certified products shall be 
accompanied by the following information: 
h) type; 
i) volume; 
j) place of harvesting/production; 
k) date of harvesting/production; 
l) certificate number; 
m) customer details; 
n) date of custodianship transfer. 
Note: 
1- The organisation shall specify the type of 
documentation where PEFC claims for 
outputs are made. 
2- The claims of origin from the area covered 
by the standard shall be made only by forest 
owners/managers covered by a PEFC 
recognised certificate issued against the 
standard. 
3 - In case when forest owners/managers sell 
products coming from the areas other than 
those covered by the standard, claim “100% 
PEFC-certified” or other system specific claim 
shall be used only for products covered by the 
standard. 
4 - For each delivery of output products 
coming from PEFC product group with PEFC 
claim, it shall provide PEFC customer with 
documentation containing the following 
information: name of PEFC client, name of 
supplying organisation, name of products, 
volume, date of delivery / delivery period / 
accounting period, applicable PEFC claim for 
each claimed product covered by the 
documentation, number of PEFC endorsed 
certificate. 

g) require that claims on the origin of products in 
an area covered by the standard are only made 
by forest owners/managers covered by a PEFC 
recognised certificate issued against the 
standard; 

YES 

4.3.4.7 All sold certified products shall be 
accompanied by the following information: 
o) type; 
p) volume; 
q) place of harvesting/production; 
r) date of harvesting/production; 
s) certificate number; 
t) customer details; 
u) date of custodianship transfer. 
Note: 
1- The organisation shall specify the type of 
documentation where PEFC claims for 
outputs are made. 
2- The claims of origin from the area covered 
by the standard shall be made only by forest 
owners/managers covered by a PEFC 
recognised certificate issued against the 
standard. 
3 - In case when forest owners/managers sell 
products coming from the areas other than 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation 
(including quotation of relevant text) 

those covered by the standard, claim “100% 
PEFC-certified” or other system specific claim 
shall be used only for products covered by the 
standard. 
4 - For each delivery of output products 
coming from PEFC product group with PEFC 
claim, it shall provide PEFC customer with 
documentation containing the following 
information: name of PEFC client, name of 
supplying organisation, name of products, 
volume, date of delivery / delivery period / 
accounting period, applicable PEFC claim for 
each claimed product covered by the 
documentation, number of PEFC endorsed 
certificate. 

h) specify requirements concerning the 
information which need to be provided to a 
PEFC chain of custody certified customer; 

YES 

4.3.4.7 All sold certified products shall be 
accompanied by the following information: 
v) type; 
w) volume; 
x) place of harvesting/production; 
y) date of harvesting/production; 
z) certificate number; 
aa) customer details; 
bb) date of custodianship transfer. 
Note: 
1- The organisation shall specify the type of 
documentation where PEFC claims for 
outputs are made. 
2- The claims of origin from the area covered 
by the standard shall be made only by forest 
owners/managers covered by a PEFC 
recognised certificate issued against the 
standard. 
3 - In case when forest owners/managers sell 
products coming from the areas other than 
those covered by the standard, claim “100% 
PEFC-certified” or other system specific claim 
shall be used only for products covered by the 
standard. 
4 - For each delivery of output products 
coming from PEFC product group with PEFC 
claim, it shall provide PEFC customer with 
documentation containing the following 
information: name of PEFC client, name of 
supplying organisation, name of products, 
volume, date of delivery / delivery period / 
accounting period, applicable PEFC claim for 
each claimed product covered by the 
documentation, number of PEFC endorsed 
certificate. 

i) include an overview of applicable legislation, if 
requirements of this benchmark are not reflected 
in the regional, national or sub-national 
standard, because they are already addressed 
through the legislation. 

YES 

2.52 Process: A combination of related and/or 
associated activities using inputs to get 
intended outputs.  
Note: Inputs for the process are its initial 
characteristics that can be outputs for other 
processes. (GOST R ISO 9000- 2015 Quality 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation 
(including quotation of relevant text) 

management systems. Fundamentals and 
vocabulary) 

4.2 Understanding the needs and expectations of affected stakeholders 

The standard requires that the organisation shall determine: 

a) the affected stakeholders that are relevant to 
the sustainable forest management; YES 

2.13 Stakeholder: A person, group, 
community or organisation with an interest in 
the subject of the standard. (PEFC) 

PEFC RUSSIA notes: Stakeholders shall also 
be deemed those, who can influence, be 
influenced or consider that they are influenced 
by organisation decisions or activities. 
Organisation shall identify its stakeholders 
that can be both external and internal 
including clients who can also have influence 
on organisation’s ability to reach sustainable 
success. 

Organisation shall determine which 
stakeholders: 

a) pose risk for its sustainable success it their 
needs and expectations are not satisfied; 

b) provide opportunities to enhance its 
sustainable success. 

Having identified subsequent stakeholders, 
organisation shall: 

- identify their needs and expectations and 
mark those of them that shall be addressed 
directly; 
- establish processes and procedures 
necessary for addressing stakeholders needs 
and expectations. 
Organisation shall decide how it is going to 
communicate with its stakeholders on an 
ongoing basis to gain such benefits as 
improved performance, common 
understanding of goals and values, enhanced 
stability. (GOST R ISO 9004- 2019. Quality 
management. Quality of an organization. 
Guidance to achieve sustained success.) 
4.1.2.1 Affected stakeholders related to 
organisation’s forest management as well as 
their needs and expectations shall be 
identified. 

4.2.4.4 Information about local people, 
indigenous peoples and affected 
stakeholders, their needs and expectations 
related to forest management as well as their 
rights shall be identified. 
 

b) the relevant needs and expectations of these 
stakeholders. YES 

2.13 Stakeholder: A person, group, 
community or organisation with an interest in 
the subject of the standard. (PEFC) 

PEFC RUSSIA notes: Stakeholders shall also 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation 
(including quotation of relevant text) 

be deemed those, who can influence, be 
influenced or consider that they are influenced 
by organisation decisions or activities. 
Organisation shall identify its stakeholders 
that can be both external and internal 
including clients who can also have influence 
on organisation’s ability to reach sustainable 
success. 

Organisation shall determine which 
stakeholders: 

a) pose risk for its sustainable success it their 
needs and expectations are not satisfied; 

b) provide opportunities to enhance its 
sustainable success. 

Having identified subsequent stakeholders, 
organisation shall: 

- identify their needs and expectations and 
mark those of them that shall be addressed 
directly; 
- establish processes and procedures 
necessary for addressing stakeholders needs 
and expectations. 
Organisation shall decide how it is going to 
communicate with its stakeholders on an 
ongoing basis to gain such benefits as 
improved performance, common 
understanding of goals and values, enhanced 
stability. (GOST R ISO 9004- 2019. Quality 
management. Quality of an organization. 
Guidance to achieve sustained success.) 
4.1.2.1 Affected stakeholders related to 
organisation’s forest management as well as 
their needs and expectations shall be 
identified. 

4.7.10.1 Knowledge and experience related to 
forests and forest management systems shall 
be identified in the process of consultations 
with local population, indigenous peoples and 
affected stakeholders as well as their needs 
and expectations. 

4.7.10.11 Evidence proving that needs and 
expectations of local populations, indigenous 
peoples and affected stakeholders are 
satisfied shall be available. 

 

4.3 Determining the scope of the management system 

4.3.1 The standard requires that the organisation 
shall determine the boundaries and applicability 
of the management system to establish its 
scope. 

YES 

4.1.1.1 Scope of forest management system 
shall be specified. 

4.2.4.11 The boundaries of forest plots shall 
be defined on maps and on site. 

4.3.2 The standard requires that forest 
management shall comprise the cycle of 

YES 4.1.1.2 Forest management activities shall be 
carried out under the supervision of 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation 
(including quotation of relevant text) 

inventory and planning, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation, and shall include an 
appropriate assessment of the social, 
environmental and economic impacts of forest 
management practices. This shall form a basis 
for a cycle of continuous improvement. 

responsible people with particular functions 
and responsibilities on the ground of constant 
improvement cycle, taxation, planning, 
implementation, monitoring, assessment and 
respective assessment of social, 
environmental and economic impact produced 
by forest management activities. 

5. Leadership 

5.1 The standard requires that the organisation shall provide a commitment: 

a) to comply with the sustainable forest 
management standard and other applicable 
requirements of the certification system; 

YES 

2.52 Process: A combination of related and/or 
associated activities using inputs to get 
intended outputs.  
Note: Inputs for the process are its initial 
characteristics that can be outputs for other 
processes. (GOST R ISO 9000- 2015 Quality 
management systems. Fundamentals and 
vocabulary) 
3.2 In its activities organisation shall meet the 
requirements of  PEFC RUSSIA system 
documents (www.pefc.ru) and be guided by 
the concept of PDCA (Plan, Do, Check and 
Act). PDCA is a cyclic process of activities for 
constant improvement of organisation 
activities: 

- Plan - develop system objectives and 
processes, determine resources to reach the 
results in accordance with clients demands 
and organisational policy, identify and 
consider risks and opportunities; 

- Do - perform everything that was planned; 

- Check - monitoring and (where applicable) 
measurement of processes, products and 
services in accordance with policy, objectives, 
requirements and plans, communication of 
results; 

- Act - take actions to improve performance. 

Note: For constant improvement of forest 
management system organisation should take 
into account the following guidelines and 
recommendations: 
‐ GOST R ISO 9000- 2015 Quality 
management systems. Fundamentals and 
vocabulary; 
‐ GOST R 55269- 2012 Organization 
management systems. Recommendations for 
building the integrated management systems; 
‐ GOST R ISO 9001- 2015 Quality 
management systems. Requirements; 
‐ GOST R 57189- 2016/ISO/TS 9002:2016 
Quality management systems. Guidelines for 
the application of ISO 9001:2015; 
‐ GOST R ISO 9004- 2019 Quality 
management. Quality of an organization. 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation 
(including quotation of relevant text) 

Guidance to achieve sustained success; 
‐ GOST R ISO 14001- 2016 Environmental 
management systems. Requirements with 
guidance for use; 
‐ GOST R ISO 19011- 2012 Guidelines for 
auditing management systems (ISO 
19011:2018 Guidelines for auditing 
management systems). 
3.3 In process of forest management the 
organisation shall declare and ensure that 
certification requirements are fulfilled in 
accordance with the following principles:  
Principle 1: Organisation shall ensure 
efficiency and constant improvement of its 
management activities; 
Principle 2: Organisation shall ensure 
compliance with Russian legislation and 
international obligations of the Russian 
Federation; 
Principle 3: Organisation shall ensure that 
planning and monitoring are the basis for 
sustainable and multipurpose use of forest 
resources; 
Principle 4: Organisation shall ensure rational 
and effective forest management; 
Principle 5: Organisation shall ensure 
conservation of biodiversity, health of forest 
ecosystems and safeguard functions of 
forests; 
Principle 6: Organisation shall ensure 
identification, protection and conservation of 
protection forests and ecologically important 
forest areas; 
Principle 7: In the process of its forest 
management activities organisation shall 
ensure respect for international and national 
rights and commitments in relation to its 
employees, local population and indigenous 
people as well as needs and expectations of 
stakeholders. 
3.3.1 The requirements stated in principles 
have been extended in criteria and indicators 
in order to be precise, results-based, verifiable 
in the process of certification audit and 
applicable to all organisations operating on a 
specified forest area and contributing to 
achieve the goal and meet the requirements. 
3.4 Organisation shall demonstrate that it 
meets the requirements of the documents and 
decisions of standardising body which is 
PEFC RUSSIA Management Committee 
(www.pefc.ru) including the requirements of 
the present standard providing evidence to its 
stakeholders and assessors during 
certification audit that includes such activities 
in the office and outside (field audit) as: 
interviewing, testing, observing activities and 
processes, analysing and evaluating 
documented information, including records 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation 
(including quotation of relevant text) 

and data.  

b) to continuously improve the sustainable forest 
management system. YES 

4.1 Principle 1: Organisation shall ensure 
efficiency and constant improvement of its 
management activities 

4.1.1.2 Forest management activities shall be 
carried out under the supervision of 
responsible people with particular functions 
and responsibilities on the ground of constant 
improvement cycle, taxation, planning, 
implementation, monitoring, assessment and 
respective assessment of social, 
environmental and economic impact produced 
by forest management activities. 

4.3.1.8 Forest management plan shall 
demonstrate constant improvement to 
minimize or prevent negative impact on 
forests. 

5.2 The standard requires that this commitment 
shall be publicly available. YES 

3.4 Organisation shall demonstrate that it 
meets the requirements of the documents and 
decisions of standardising body which is 
PEFC RUSSIA Management Committee 
(www.pefc.ru) including the requirements of 
the present standard providing evidence to its 
stakeholders and assessors during 
certification audit that includes such activities 
in the office and outside (field audit) as: 
interviewing, testing, observing activities and 
processes, analysing and evaluating 
documented information, including records 
and data.  
4.4.1.1 A commitment to comply with the 
requirements of the present standard as well 
as principles and criteria of sustainable forest 
management shall be available. 

5.3 The standard requires that responsibilities 
for sustainable forest management shall be 
clearly defined and assigned. 

YES 

4.1.1.2 Forest management activities shall be 
carried out under the supervision of 
responsible people with particular functions 
and responsibilities on the ground of constant 
improvement cycle, taxation, planning, 
implementation, monitoring, assessment and 
respective assessment of social, 
environmental and economic impact produced 
by forest management activities. 

4.4.1.2 Members of the staff with certain 
functions responsible for sustainable forest 
management shall be appointed. 

6. Planning 

6.1 Actions to address risks and opportunities 

6.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation 
shall consider risks and opportunities concerning 
compliance with the requirements for 
sustainable forest management. Size and scale 
of the operations of the organisation shall be 

YES 

3.2 In its activities organisation shall meet the 
requirements of  PEFC RUSSIA system 
documents (www.pefc.ru) and be guided by 
the concept of PDCA (Plan, Do, Check and 
Act). PDCA is a cyclic process of activities for 
constant improvement of organisation 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation 
(including quotation of relevant text) 

considered. activities: 

- Plan - develop system objectives and 
processes, determine resources to reach the 
results in accordance with clients demands 
and organisational policy, identify and 
consider risks and opportunities; 

- Do - perform everything that was planned; 

- Check - monitoring and (where applicable) 
measurement of processes, products and 
services in accordance with policy, objectives, 
requirements and plans, communication of 
results; 

- Act - take actions to improve performance. 

Note: For constant improvement of forest 
management system organisation should take 
into account the following guidelines and 
recommendations: 
‐ GOST R ISO 9000- 2015 Quality 
management systems. Fundamentals and 
vocabulary; 
‐ GOST R 55269- 2012 Organization 
management systems. Recommendations for 
building the integrated management systems; 
‐ GOST R ISO 9001- 2015 Quality 
management systems. Requirements; 
‐ GOST R 57189- 2016/ISO/TS 9002:2016 
Quality management systems. Guidelines for 
the application of ISO 9001:2015; 
‐ GOST R ISO 9004- 2019 Quality 
management. Quality of an organization. 
Guidance to achieve sustained success; 
‐ GOST R ISO 14001- 2016 Environmental 
management systems. Requirements with 
guidance for use; 
‐ GOST R ISO 19011- 2012 Guidelines for 
auditing management systems (ISO 
19011:2018 Guidelines for auditing 
management systems). 
4.1.1.5 Plans, activities and results of such 
activities proving compliance of organisation 
with the requirements of the present standard 
shall be recorded. 

4.3.1.4 Forest management plan shall have 
the aim to maintain or strengthen forest and 
other lands under forest and to improve the 
quality of economic, environmental, cultural 
and social values of forest resources including 
soil and water resources considering risks and 
opportunities related to compliance with forest 
management requirements [1].  

6.1.2 The standard requires that inventory and 
mapping of forest resources shall be established 
and maintained, adequate to local and national 
conditions and in correspondence with the 
requirements described in this international 

YES 

4.1.1.2 Forest management activities shall be 
carried out under the supervision of 
responsible people with particular functions 
and responsibilities on the ground of constant 
improvement cycle, taxation, planning, 
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PEFC benchmark requirement YES / 
NO* 

Reference to system documentation 
(including quotation of relevant text) 

benchmark standard. implementation, monitoring, assessment and 
respective assessment of social, 
environmental and economic impact produced 
by forest management activities. 

4.2.6 Criterion: Organisation shall comply with 
the provisions of international documents and 
agreements signed and ratified by the 
Russian Federation. 
Indicators: 
4.2.6.1 International documents and 
agreements signed and ratified by the 
Russian Federation (in accordance with the 
list), as well as resolutions of Helsinki and 
Montreal processes, materials of Lisbon and 
Vienna Conferences on Sustainable Forest 
Management shall be available [25]-[27]. 
4.2.6.2 The workers shall be aware of 
international requirements regulating their 
activity. 
4.2.6.3 Compliance with the provisions of 
international documents and agreements 
signed and ratified by the Russian Federation 
shall be included in applicant’s plans. 
4.2.6.4 Forest management practices shall be 
in compliance with the international 
documents and agreements signed and 
ratified by the Russian Federation. 
4.2.6.5 Listings (Red Books) of rare, 
threatened and endangered flora and fauna 
species of the Russian Federation and those 
of a territorial entity of the Russian Federation 
shall be available [31]-[33]. 
4.2.6.6 A list of flora and fauna species as 
well as areas falling under the ratified 
Conventions [19], [20], [21] shall be available. 
4.2.6.8 Plants and animals identified on the 
applicant’s territory and falling under the effect 
of ratified documents and agreements shall be 
recorded in plans. 
 
4.2.7 Criterion: Organisation shall comply with 
the laws and regulations related to 
environmental aspects of forest management. 
Indicators: 
4.2.7.1 Employees shall be aware of current 
laws and regulations related to environmental 
aspects of forest management [1], [2], [6]-[8], 
[19]-[21], [31- 33]. 
4.2.7.2 There shall not be any violations of 
current federal, local and administrative laws 
and regulations. 
4.2.7.3 Corrective measures shall be taken in 
case of any conflict between federal laws and 
subordinate acts or local legislation. 
4.2.7.4 Measures regarding identified disparity 
in environmental aspects of legislation 
regulating forest management shall be agreed 
upon consultations with stakeholders. 
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4.3.1.7 Forest management plan shall include 
a cycle composed of inventory, planning, 
implementation, monitoring and assessment 
as well as relevant assessment of social, 
environmental and economic impact of 
forestry operations. 
4.3.1.14 The scale of forest resources 
inventory and mapping shall correspond to the 
local, regional and federal conditions. 

6.2 Management plan 

6.2.1 The standard requires that management plans shall be: 

a) elaborated and periodically updated or 
continually adjusted; YES 

4.3 Principle 3: Organisation shall ensure 
that planning and monitoring are the basis for 
sustainable and multipurpose use of forest 
resources 

4.3.1.1 Long-term, medium-term and short-
term plans that correspond with forest plots 
size and type of forest use shall be available. 
4.3.1.7 Forest management plan shall include 
a cycle composed of inventory, planning, 
implementation, monitoring and assessment 
as well as relevant assessment of social, 
environmental and economic impact of 
forestry operations. 
4.3.2.6 Plans shall be reviewed and updated 
regularly based on ecological, social and 
economic changes as well as financial 
possibilities. 
4.3.6 Criterion: Organisation shall review its 
short-, medium- and long-term plans based on 
monitoring results 

b) appropriate to the size and use of the forest 
area; YES 

4.3.1.1 Long-term, medium-term and short-
term plans that correspond with forest plots 
size and type of forest use shall be available. 
 

c) based on applicable local, national and 
international legislation as well as existing land-
use or other official plans; and 

YES 

4.2 Principle 2: Organisation shall ensure 
compliance with Russian legislation and 
international obligations of the Russian 
Federation 
4.3.3.1 Updated inventory materials, forest 
development plan, forest management 
regulations shall be available. 
4.5.6.4 Plantations shall be set up after 
getting environmental seal of approval 
through the established procedure [1]. 
Note: Conversion of primary forests into 
plantations is prohibited. Conversion of 
severely degraded forests to forest plantations 
shall be considered, whenever it can add 
economic, ecological, social and/or cultural 
value. Precondition of adding such value are 
circumstances where the conversion: 
a) are in compliance with national and 
regional policy and legislation applicable for 
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land use and forest management and is a 
result of national or regional land-use planning 
governed by a governmental or other official 
authority; 

d) adequately covering forest resources. YES 

4.3.1.10 Information about forest resources, 
environmental restrictions, status of land user 
and land owner, socio-economic conditions 
and description of adjacent lands shall be 
available. 
4.3.1.12 Forest management plan shall 
include the following sections: 

a) description of current forest management 
including forest resources, types of forest 
use and forest plot functions, environmental 
restrictions, socio-economic conditions, 
regulation on land use and title as well as 
information about adjacent lands; 
b) data for annual allowable cut, felling 
volumes, system of use, guard, protection 
and regeneration of forest resources 
including applied techniques, machines and 
equipment; 
c) description of a system of forest pathology 
and forest fire monitoring as well as 
monitoring of forest stand dynamics and 
growth; 
d) description/justification of planned forestry 
operations including long-term goals; system 
of forest management plan revision 
regarding data obtained by monitoring; a list 
of harvested species; measures to exercise 
rights and guarantees of workers, local 
population and indigenous peoples [34]; 
measures to preserve and enhance 
biodiversity (at landscape, ecosystem, 
species and genetic diversity levels) such as 
identification and protection of rare and 
endangered species as well as species 
included in the federal and regional Red List 
Books of flora and fauna species [31]-[33], 
conservation of protection forests, specially 
protected forest plots, specially protected 
natural areas; 
e) maps with current and planned operations 
including location of forest resources; 
hunting areas; habitats of protected species; 
boundaries of protection forests, specially 
protected forest plots, specially protected 
natural areas; planned forestry operations 
and land ownership. 

6.2.2 The standard requires that management 
plans shall take into account the different uses 
or functions of the managed forest area. 

YES 

4.3.1.1 Long-term, medium-term and short-
term plans that correspond with forest plots 
size and type of forest use shall be available. 
4.3.1.4 Forest management plan shall have 
the aim to maintain or strengthen forest and 
other lands under forest and to improve the 
quality of economic, environmental, cultural 
and social values of forest resources including 
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soil and water resources considering risks and 
opportunities related to compliance with forest 
management requirements [1].  
4.3.1.5 Forest management plan shall have 
the aim to maintain and improve health and 
viability of forest ecosystems and restore the 
degraded forest ecosystems; maintain and 
enhance the protective functions of forests 
such as protection of water resources, 
infrastructural facilities, prevention of soil 
erosion, protection against adverse impacts of 
water resources such as floods and 
avalanches. 

6.2.3 The standard requires that management 
plans shall include at least a description of the 
current forest management unit, long-term 
objectives, and the average annual allowable 
cut, including its justification. 

YES 

4.3.1.12 Forest management plan shall 
include the following sections: 

a) description of current forest management 
including forest resources, types of forest 
use and forest plot functions, environmental 
restrictions, socio-economic conditions, 
regulation on land use and title as well as 
information about adjacent lands; 
b) data for annual allowable cut, felling 
volumes, system of use, guard, protection 
and regeneration of forest resources 
including applied techniques, machines and 
equipment; 
c) description of a system of forest pathology 
and forest fire monitoring as well as 
monitoring of forest stand dynamics and 
growth; 
d) description/justification of planned forestry 
operations including long-term goals; system 
of forest management plan revision 
regarding data obtained by monitoring; a list 
of harvested species; measures to exercise 
rights and guarantees of workers, local 
population and indigenous peoples [34]; 
measures to preserve and enhance 
biodiversity (at landscape, ecosystem, 
species and genetic diversity levels) such as 
identification and protection of rare and 
endangered species as well as species 
included in the federal and regional Red List 
Books of flora and fauna species [31]-[33], 
conservation of protection forests, specially 
protected forest plots, specially protected 
natural areas; 
e) maps with current and planned operations 
including location of forest resources; 
hunting areas; habitats of protected species; 
boundaries of protection forests, specially 
protected forest plots, specially protected 
natural areas; planned forestry operations 
and land ownership. 

6.2.4 The standard requires that the annually 
allowable use of non-wood forest products shall 
be included in the management plan where 
forest management covers commercial use of 

YES 
4.3.1.12 Forest management plan shall 
include the following sections: 

a) description of current forest management 
including forest resources, types of forest 
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non-wood forest products at a level which can 
have an impact on their long-term sustainability. 

use and forest plot functions, environmental 
restrictions, socio-economic conditions, 
regulation on land use and title as well as 
information about adjacent lands; 
b) data for annual allowable cut, felling 
volumes, system of use, guard, protection 
and regeneration of forest resources 
including applied techniques, machines and 
equipment; 
c) description of a system of forest pathology 
and forest fire monitoring as well as 
monitoring of forest stand dynamics and 
growth; 
d) description/justification of planned forestry 
operations including long-term goals; system 
of forest management plan revision 
regarding data obtained by monitoring; a list 
of harvested species; measures to exercise 
rights and guarantees of workers, local 
population and indigenous peoples [34]; 
measures to preserve and enhance 
biodiversity (at landscape, ecosystem, 
species and genetic diversity levels) such as 
identification and protection of rare and 
endangered species as well as species 
included in the federal and regional Red List 
Books of flora and fauna species [31]-[33], 
conservation of protection forests, specially 
protected forest plots, specially protected 
natural areas; 
e) maps with current and planned operations 
including location of forest resources; 
hunting areas; habitats of protected species; 
boundaries of protection forests, specially 
protected forest plots, specially protected 
natural areas; planned forestry operations 
and land ownership. 

4.3.1.13 Allowable sustainable harvest rates 
shall be defined by considering 
implementation of techniques that minimise 
direct and indirect damage to forest, soil and 
water resources providing: 
b) allowable use of non-wood forest products 
in cases when forest management covers 
commercial use of non-wood forest products 
at a level which can have an impact on their 
long-term sustainability. 
Note: Allowable sustainable harvest rates 
shall be reviewed in case authorized 
government bodies take decision to withdraw 
lands from the applicant’s territory and use 
them for other purpose and such withdrawal 
has influence on the rates. 
 

6.2.5 The standard requires that management 
plans specify ways and means to minimise the 
risk of degradation and damage to forest 

YES 
4.3.1.6 Forest management plan shall indicate 
the ways and means for minimizing the risk of 
degradation of and damage to natural 
ecosystems. 
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ecosystems. 4.3.1.12 Forest management plan shall 
include the following sections: 

d) description/justification of planned forestry 
operations including long-term goals; system 
of forest management plan revision 
regarding data obtained by monitoring; a list 
of harvested species; measures to exercise 
rights and guarantees of workers, local 
population and indigenous peoples [34]; 
measures to preserve and enhance 
biodiversity (at landscape, ecosystem, 
species and genetic diversity levels) such as 
identification and protection of rare and 
endangered species as well as species 
included in the federal and regional Red List 
Books of flora and fauna species [31]-[33], 
conservation of protection forests, specially 
protected forest plots, specially protected 
natural areas; 

 

6.2.6 The standard requires that management 
plans shall take into account the results of 
scientific research. 

YES 

4.3.1.9 Forest management plan shall be 
worked out and updated regularly in 
accordance with scientific achievements, 
current legislation, existing land and forest 
use plan and forest resources. 
Note: Forest management plan should be 
updated in case authorized government 
bodies take decision to withdraw lands from 
the applicant’s territory and use them for other 
purpose. 

6.2.7 The standard requires that a summary of 
the management plan, appropriate to the scope 
and scale of forest management, shall be 
publicly available and shall include information 
on the general objectives and forest 
management principles. 

YES 

4.3.7.1 Summary reports on monitoring and 
operational control shall be communicated to 
all stakeholders. 
4.3.7.3 Summary of organisation activities 
shall be communicated to the mass media. 
4.3.7.4 Summary of forest management plan 
shall be communicated to general public 
including information about planned forest 
management operations. 
Note: The summary may not include 
confidential, commercial or private information 
as well as information about valuable cultural 
and natural sites to prevent unauthorised 
access to them. 

6.2.8 The standard requires that the publicly 
available summary of the management plan may 
exclude confidential business and personal 
information and other information made 
confidential by applicable legislation or for the 
protection of cultural sites or sensitive natural 
resource features. 

YES 

4.3.7.4 Summary of forest management plan 
shall be communicated to general public 
including information about planned forest 
management operations. 
Note: The summary may not include 
confidential, commercial or private information 
as well as information about valuable cultural 
and natural sites to prevent unauthorised 
access to them. 
 

6.3 Compliance requirements 
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6.3.1 Legal compliance 

6.3.1.1 The standard requires that the 
organisation shall identify and have access to 
the legislation applicable to its forest 
management and determine how these 
compliance obligations apply to the organisation. 

Note: For a country which has signed a FLEGT 
Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) 
between the European Union and the producing 
country, the “legislation applicable to forest 
management” is defined by the VPA agreement. 

YES 

4.2.1.3 A system for monitoring and timely 
update of the existing laws of the Russian 
Federation and its territorial entities of the 
Russian Federation related to the organisation 
shall be available. 
4.2.4.2 Forest managers shall be aware of 
legal requirements to exercise their freehold, 
leasehold and management rights. 

6.3.1.2 The standard requires that the 
organisation shall comply with applicable local, 
national and international legislation on forest 
management, including but not limited to forest 
management practices; nature and 
environmental protection; protected and 
endangered species; property, tenure and land-
use rights for indigenous peoples, local 
communities or other affected stakeholders; 
health, labour and safety issues; anti-corruption 
and the payment of applicable royalties and 
taxes. 

YES 

4.2.4 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure that 
rights of legal entities and private individuals 
to carry out forest management activities are 
defined and respected. 
4.2.5 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure 
proper protection of lands and forest plots 
from illegal operations. 
4.2.6 Criterion: Organisation shall comply with 
the provisions of international documents and 
agreements signed and ratified by the 
Russian Federation. 
4.2.7 Criterion: Organisation shall comply with 
the laws and regulations related to 
environmental aspects of forest management. 
4.2.4.5 Legal requirements related to tenure 
and use rights for forest plots with due regard 
for the rights (legal, customary, traditional) of 
local people, indigenous peoples and affected 
stakeholders shall be respected. 
4.7.5 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure that 
legal and customary rights of local population 
and indigenous peoples are respected. 
4.2.3.1 Current laws and workplace safety 
rules shall be available; 
4.2.3.2 Workplace safety guidelines shall be 
available; 
4.2.3.3 Records of training on labor protection 
and job safety shall be kept; 
4.5.9.8 Planning and use of engineering 
elements for cutting area development 
including number of log-loading sites shall be 
carried out based on infrastructure as well as 
natural and production conditions established 
during the previous timber harvesting period, 
such as location of protected areas, land form, 
soil type, hydrological conditions. 
4.7.3.4 A plan of actions to improve 
occupational health and safety and reduce 
industrial traumatism shall be available. 
4.7.3.12 Employees shall be provided with 
safe working environment [5], [29], [30] 
including: 
a) personal protection equipment according 
to the regulations on occupational health and 
safety and industrial sanitation as well as 
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results of special assessment of labour 
conditions  
4.7.3.18 An action plan for improvement of 
health and safety and reduce industrial 
traumatism shall be implemented. 
4.7.3.22 Records on health and safety training 
including occupational (industrial) safety, 
premedical first aid, actions in emergency 
situations shall be available. 
4.2.3 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure that 
current labour and social legislation ensuring 
employment guarantees and social 
obligations to workers is respected. 
4.5.9.2 Person(s) responsible for maintenance 
of vehicles and equipment shall be appointed. 
4.7.1.6 Relationships between employer and 
employees shall be based on requirements of 
labour laws, trade union activity, labor 
agreement, sectoral payroll agreements of the 
forest sector of the Russian Federation and 
the labour agreement between employer and 
employee (including such rights and 
obligations as: working hours, holidays, wage, 
work safety and social guarantees). 
4.7.3 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
all applicable laws covering health and safety 
are respected. 
4.2.1.4 A procedure for making personnel 
aware of laws and legal regulative norm shall 
be available. 
4.2.2 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure that 
all kinds of imposed payments, duties, 
assignments, taxes and other charges are 
paid. 
 

6.3.1.3 The standard requires that where no 
anti-corruption legislation exists, the organisation 
must take alternative anti-corruption measures 
appropriate to the risk of corruption. 

NO/YES 

Антикоррупционное законодательство 
присутствует: 
[35]Федеральный закон от 25 декабря 

2008 г. № 273-ФЗ О противодействии 
коррупции 
Стандарт содержит требование: 

4.2.1.5 A system for identifying violations of 
forest legislation and related laws shall be 
available, including procedures for 
development and implementation of anti-
corruption measures [35]: 
a) units or people responsible for prevention 
of corruption and other offenses; 
b) cooperation with law enforcement 
authorities; 
c) development and implementation of 
standards aimed at dedicated work; 
d) establishment of code of ethics for the staff 
of organisation; 
e) prevention and settlement of conflicts of 
interests; 
f) prohibition for unofficial reporting and use 
of forged documents. 
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6.3.1.4 The standard requires that measures 
shall be implemented to address protection of 
the forest from unauthorised activities such as 
illegal logging, illegal land use, illegally initiated 
fires, and other illegal activities. 

YES 

4.2.5.1 There shall not be any illegal and 
unsanctioned allotment or seizure of lands. 
4.2.5.2 There shall not be any unauthorized 
activities. 
4.2.5.3 An appropriate registration and control 
system for all users entitled to carry out 
operations (economic activities) shall be 
available. 
4.2.5.4 A system for identifying and 
suppression of unauthorised activities such as 
illegal logging, land use, arson etc. shall be 
available. 
4.2.5.5 There shall be a system of measures 
to prevent negative impacts of organisation 
activities on adjacent territories. 
4.2.5.6 Activities to identify illegal and 
unauthorized operations shall be carried out in 
accordance with current laws and regulations. 

6.3.2 Legal, customary and traditional rights related to the forest land 

6.3.2.1 The standard requires that property 
rights, tree ownership and land tenure 
arrangements shall be clearly defined, 
documented and established for the relevant 
management unit. Likewise, legal, customary 
and traditional rights related to the forest land 
shall be clarified, recognised and respected. 

Note: Guidance for the handling of tenure 
arrangements can be obtained from the FAO 
Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible 
Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and 
Forests in the Context of National Food Security. 

YES 

4.2.4 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure that 
rights of legal entities and private individuals 
to carry out forest management activities are 
defined and respected. 
Indicators: 
4.2.4.1 Documents proving tenure rights, 
ownership, lease and forest plot use rights 
shall be available [1], [2]. 
Note: General procedures shall comply with 
FAO principles [43]. 

6.3.2.2 The standard requires that forest 
practices and operations shall be conducted in 
recognition of the established framework of 
legal, customary and traditional rights such as 
outlined in ILO 169 and the UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which shall 
not be infringed upon without the free, prior and 
informed consent of the holders of the rights, 
including the provision of compensation where 
applicable. Where the extent of rights is not yet 
resolved, or is in dispute, there are processes for 
just and fair resolution. In such cases forest 
managers shall, in the interim, provide 
meaningful opportunities for parties to be 
engaged in forest management decisions whilst 
respecting the processes and roles and 
responsibilities laid out in the policies and laws 
where the certification takes place. 

YES 

4.7.5 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure that 
legal and customary rights of local population 
and indigenous peoples are respected. 
4.7.5.2 Legal and customary rights of local 
population and indigenous peoples shall be 
defined [1], [17], [24], [34], [42]. 

6.3.2.3 The standard requires that forest 
practices and operations shall respect human 
rights as defined by the Universal Declaration on 
Human Rights. 

YES 

4.7.1.1 Fundamental ILO conventions and 
documents related to labour law shall be 
available [4], [5], 8], [42]; 
4.7.1.2 Senior managers shall inform 
employees about their rights and guarantees 
in accordance with international obligations 
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[10-18, 42] and laws of the Russian 
Federation [4], [5]; 
4.7.1.3 Senior managers shall respect 
employees rights in accordance with 
international obligations[10]-[18], [42] and 
laws of the Russian Federation [4], [5] 

6.3.3 Fundamental ILO conventions 

6.3.3.1 The standard requires that forest 
practices and operations shall comply with 
fundamental ILO conventions. 

Note: In countries where the fundamental ILO 
conventions have been ratified, the requirements 
of 6.3.3.1 apply. In countries where a 
fundamental convention has not been ratified 
and its content is not covered by applicable 
legislation, specific requirements shall be 
included in the forest management standard. 

YES 

4.7.1.1 Fundamental ILO conventions and 
documents related to labour law shall be 
available [4], [5], 8], [42]; 
4.7.1.2 Senior managers shall inform 
employees about their rights and guarantees 
in accordance with international obligations 
[10-18, 42] and laws of the Russian 
Federation [4], [5]; 
4.7.1.3 Senior managers shall respect 
employees rights in accordance with 
international obligations[10]-[18], [42] and 
laws of the Russian Federation [4], [5] 

6.3.4 Health, safety and working conditions 

6.3.4.1 The standard requires that forest 
operations shall be planned, organised and 
performed in a manner that enables health and 
accident risks to be identified and all reasonable 
measures to be applied to protect workers from 
work-related risks. Workers shall be informed 
about the risks involved with their work and 
about preventive measures. 

YES 

4.7.3.7 Forest management activities shall be 
planned on the ground of identified risks for 
health and industrial traumatism. 
4.7.3.8 Forest management activities shall be 
carried out in a safe manner. 
4.7.3.9 Actions to improve occupational health 
and safety and reduce industrial traumatism 
shall be taken. 
4.7.3.10 Employees shall be made aware of 
risks related to their work and measures to 
prevent such risks. 
4.7.3.11 Measures to protect employees from 
risks related to their work shall be taken. 

6.3.4.2 The standard requires that working 
conditions shall be safe, and guidance and 
training in safe working practices shall be 
provided to all those assigned to a task in forest 
operations. Working hours and leave shall 
comply with national laws or applicable collective 
agreements. 

Note: Guidance for specifying national standards 
can be obtained from the ILO Code of Good 
Practice: Safety and Health in Forestry Work. 

YES 
4.7.3 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
all applicable laws covering health and safety 
are respected 

6.3.4.3 The standard requires that wages of 
local and migrant forest workers as well as of 
contractors and other operators operating in 
PEFC-certified areas shall meet or exceed at 
least legal, industry minimum standards or, 
where applicable, collective bargaining 
agreements. 

Note: Where wages are below the living wage of 
a country, steps should be taken to attain 
increased wages towards a living wage level 

YES 

4.7.1.7 Salary shall be paid in full and in a 
timely manner as well as other payments 
prescribed by laws and regulations, sectoral 
payroll agreements, collective agreements 
and labor agreements. 
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over time in addition to increases for inflation. 

6.3.4.4 The standard requires that the 
organisation is committed to equal opportunities, 
non-discrimination and freedom from workplace 
harassment. Gender equality shall be promoted. 

YES 

4.7.6.1 Employment policy that provides 
equal opportunities and nondiscrimination, 
a) priority employment of local residents,  
b) professional development and training for 
employees representing local population and 
indigenous peoples, 
c) and gender balance promotion shall be set 
up. 
4.7.6.4 Policy for professional training for 
employees representing local population and 
promoting gender balance shall be 
implemented. 
 

7. Support 

7.1 Resources 

7.1.1 The standard requires that the organisation 
shall determine and provide the resources 
needed for the establishment, implementation, 
maintenance and continual improvement of the 
sustainable forest management system. 

YES 

4.1.1.3 Resources necessary for 
development, implementation, maintenance 
and constant improvement of sustainable 
forest management system shall be identified 
and provided. 

7.2 Competence    

7.2.1 The standard requires that forest 
managers, contractors, employees and forest 
owners shall be provided with sufficient 
information and kept up-to-date through 
continuous training in relation to sustainable 
forest management, as a precondition for all 
management planning and practices described 
in this benchmark. 

YES 

4.1.1.4 Managers, contractors, workers and 
forest owners shall be provided with sufficient 
information and SFM training as a 
precondition for all management and planning 
activities and practices describe in the present 
standard. 
4.7.4 Criterion: Organization shall provide 
training and advanced training (skills 
upgrading) for its employees 

7.3 Communication    

7.3.1 The standard requires that effective 
communication and consultation with local 
communities, indigenous peoples and other 
stakeholders relating to sustainable forest 
management shall be provided. 

YES 

4.1.2.2 Issues related to organisation’s 
sustainable forest management shall be 
considered through effective cooperation and 
consultations with local people, indigenous 
peoples and other stakeholders. 

7.4 Complaints    

7.4.1 The standard requires that appropriate 
mechanisms are in place for resolving 
complaints and disputes relating to forest 
management operations, land use rights and 
work conditions. 

YES 

4.1.2.3 Appropriate mechanisms for resolving 
appeals, complaints and disputes related to 
forest management activities, land use rights 
and work conditions shall be available. 
4.2.3 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure that 
current labour and social legislation ensuring 
employment guarantees and social 
obligations to workers is respected 

4.2.4.6 Procedures for resolution of disputes 
related to freehold and leasehold rights shall 
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be available. 
4.2.4.7 Procedures for processing appeals 
and complaints and resolution of disputes with 
local communities, indigenous peoples and 
stakeholders shall be available. 

7.5 Documented Information    

7.5.1 The standard requires that the 
organisation’s management system shall include 
documented information required by the 
standard and determined by the organisation as 
being necessary for the effectiveness of the 
sustainable forest management system. 

YES 

4.1.1.6 Documented information specified in 
the present standard and considered by the 
organisation as information necessary for 
effective operation of its forest management 
system shall be available. 

7.5.2 The standard requires that the 
documented information is relevant, and 
updated as appropriate, to the activities of the 
organisation. 

YES 
4.1.1.7 Actual documented information 
revised and updated in accordance with 
organisation activities shall be available. 

8. Operation 

8.1 Criterion 1: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their contribution to the 
global carbon cycle 

8.1.1 The standard requires that management 
shall aim to maintain or increase forests and 
their ecosystem services and maintain or 
enhance the economic, ecological, cultural and 
social values of forest resources. 

YES 

4.3.1 Criterion: Organisation shall plan its 
activities in order to keep economic, social 
and environmental balance. 

4.3.1.4 Forest management plan shall have 
the aim to maintain or strengthen forest and 
other lands under forest and to improve the 
quality of economic, environmental, cultural 
and social values of forest resources including 
soil and water resources considering risks and 
opportunities related to compliance with forest 
management requirements [1].  

8.1.2 The standard requires that the quantity and 
quality of the forest resources and the capacity 
of the forest to store and sequester carbon shall 
be safeguarded in the medium and long term by 
balancing harvesting and growth rates, using 
appropriate silvicultural measures and preferring 
techniques that minimise adverse impacts on 
forest resources. 

YES 

4.4.3.3 Reforestation, afforestation, tending 
and timber harvesting (including logging and 
hauling) shall be carried out in due time and 
manner not affecting the productive capacity 
of the forest plot to store and sequester 
carbon in medium and long-term perspective, 
for example, by preventing the damage to the 
remaining stand, trees and forest soils as well 
as by applying appropriate melioration and 
forest regeneration systems. 

8.1.3 The standard requires that climate positive 
practices in management operations, such as 
greenhouse gas emission reductions and 
efficient use of resources shall be encouraged. 

YES 

4.4.1 Criterion: Organization shall ensure 
effective management. 
4.4.2 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure 
balance between the volume of harvested 
forest products and allowable sustainable 
harvest rates. 
4.4.3 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
productivity and commercial value of forests 
shall not decrease. 
4.4.7 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
wood loss during logging, hauling and 
preliminary processing is recorded, assessed 
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and prevented 

8.1.4 The standard requires that forest conversion shall not occur unless in justified circumstances where 
the conversion: 

a) is in compliance with national and regional 
policy and legislation applicable for land use and 
forest management and is a result of national or 
regional land-use planning governed by a 
governmental or other official authority including 
consultation with affected stakeholders; and 

YES 

4.2.5.8 There shall be a legal justification for 
cases when forest fund lands are converted 
into other land use categories [38]. 
Note: Such legal justification shall include 
evidence that conversion: 
a) is in compliance with national and regional 
policy and legislation applicable for land use 
and forest management and is the result of 
national or regional land-use planning 
governed by a governmental or other official 
authority and the result of consultations with 
stakeholders;  
b) causes an insignificant (less than 5%) 
reduction of forest types within the certified 
territories; 
c) does not have negative impacts on 
ecologically important forest areas, culturally 
and socially significant areas, or other 
protected areas, and 
d) do not destroy areas of significantly high 
carbon stock, 
e) make a contribution to long-term 
conservation, economic, and social benefits. 
 

b) entails a small proportion (no greater than 5 
%) of forest type within the certified area; and 

c) does not have negative impacts on 
ecologically important forest areas, culturally and 
socially significant areas, or other protected 
areas; and 

d) does not destroy areas of significantly high 
carbon stock; and 

e) makes a contribution to long-term 
conservation, economic, and social benefits. 

8.1.5 The standard requires that afforestation of ecologically important non-forest ecosystems shall not 
occur unless in justified circumstances where the conversion: 

a) is in compliance with national and regional 
policy and legislation applicable for land use and 
forest management and is a result of national or 
regional land-use planning governed by a 
governmental or other official authority; and 

YES 

4.2.5.9 There shall be a legal justification that 
reforestation and afforestation of ecologically 
important non-forest ecosystems is an 
extraordinary and exceptional case [6, 8, 38]; 
Note: Such legal justification shall include 
evidence that reforestation and afforestation: 
a) are in compliance with national and 
regional policy and legislation applicable for 
land use and forest management and is a 
result of national or regional land-use planning 
governed by a governmental or other official 
authority;  
b) are established based on a decision-
making process when affected stakeholders 
have opportunity to contribute through 
transparent and participatory consultation 
processes; 
c) do not have negative impacts on 
threatened (including vulnerable, rare or 
endangered) non-forest ecosystems, culturally 
and socially significant areas, important 
habitats of threatened species or other 
protected areas; 
d) entail a small proportion of the ecologically 
important non-forest ecosystem managed by 
an organisation; 

b) is established based on a decision-making 
basis where affected stakeholders have 
opportunities to contribute to the decision-
making on conversion through transparent and 
participatory consultation processes; and 

c) does not have negative impacts on threatened 
(including vulnerable, rare or endangered) 
nonforest ecosystems, culturally and socially 
significant areas, important habitats of 
threatened species or other protected areas; and 

d) entails a small proportion of the ecologically 
important non-forest ecosystem managed by an 
organisation; and 

e) does not destroy areas of significantly high 
carbon stock; and 

f) makes a contribution to long-term 
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conservation, economic, and social benefits. e) do not destroy areas of significantly high 
carbon stock, 
f) make a contribution to long-term 
conservation, economic, and social benefits. 
 

8.1.6 The standard requires that if conversion of severely degraded forests to forest plantations is being 
considered, it must add economic, ecological, social and/or cultural value. Precondition of adding such 
value are circumstances where the conversion: 

a) is in compliance with national and regional 
policy and legislation applicable for land use and 
forest management and is a result of national or 
regional land-use planning governed by a 
governmental or other official authority; and 

YES 

 4.5.6.4 Plantations shall be set up after 
getting environmental seal of approval 
through the established procedure [1]. 
Note: Conversion of primary forests into 
plantations is prohibited. Conversion of 
severely degraded forests to forest 
plantations shall be considered, whenever 
it can add economic, ecological, social 
and/or cultural value. Precondition of 
adding such value are circumstances 
where the conversion: 
b) are in compliance with national and 
regional policy and legislation applicable for 
land use and forest management and is a 
result of national or regional land-use 
planning governed by a governmental or 
other official authority; 

b) is established based on a decision-making 
basis where affected stakeholders have 
opportunities to contribute to the decision-
making on conversion through transparent and 
participatory consultation processes; and 

b) are established based on a decision-
making process when affected 
stakeholders have opportunity to 
contribute through transparent and 
participatory consultation processes 

c) has a positive impact on long-term carbon 
sequestration capacity of forest vegetation; and 

c) has a positive impact on long-term 
carbon sequestration capacity of forest 
vegetation 

d) does not have negative impacts on 
ecologically important forest areas, culturally and 
socially significant areas, or other protected 
areas; and 

d) does not have negative impacts on 
ecologically important forest areas, 
culturally and socially significant areas, or 
other protected areas 

e) safeguards protective functions of forests for 
society and other regulating or supporting 
ecosystem services; and 

e) safeguards protective functions of 
forests for society and other regulating or 
supporting 

f) safeguards socio-economic functions of 
forests, including the recreational function and 
aesthetic values of forests and other cultural 
services; and 

f) safeguards socio-economic functions of 
forests, including the recreational function 
and aesthetic values of forests and other 
cultural services 

g) has a land history providing evidence that the g) has a land history providing evidence 
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degradation is not the consequence of deliberate 
poor forest management practices; and 

that the degradation is not the 
consequence of deliberate poor forest 
management practices, 
 

h) is based on credible evidence demonstrating 
that the area is neither recovered nor in the 
process of recovery. 

is based on credible evidence 
demonstrating that the area is neither 
recovered nor is in the process of recovery 

8.2 Criterion 2: Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality 

8.2.1 The standard requires that health and 
vitality of forest ecosystems shall be maintained 
or enhanced and degraded forest ecosystems 
shall be rehabilitated wherever and as far as 
economically feasible, by making best use of 
natural structures and processes and using 
preventive biological measures. 

YES 

4.5 Principle 5: Organisation shall ensure 
conservation of biodiversity, health of forest 
ecosystems and safeguard functions of 
forests 
 
4.5.1 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
forest management planning is aimed to 
maintain, conserve and enhance biodiversity 
on landscape, ecosystem, species and 
genetic levels. 
4.5.6 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
local economically valuable species are 
primarily used for reforestation, afforestation 
and plantations. 

8.2.2 The standard requires that adequate 
genetic, species and structural diversity shall be 
encouraged or maintained to enhance the 
stability, vitality and resilience of the forests to 
adverse environmental factors and strengthen 
natural regulation mechanisms. 

YES 

2.4 Biological diversity (biodiversity): The 
variability among living organisms from all 
sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine 
and other aquatic ecosystems and the 
ecological complexes of which they are part; 
this includes diversity within species, between 
species and of ecosystems. (Convention on 
biological diversion, June 5th, 1992). 
4.3.1.5 Forest management plan shall have 
the aim to maintain and improve health and 
viability of forest ecosystems and restore the 
degraded forest ecosystems; maintain and 
enhance the protective functions of forests 
such as protection of water resources, 
infrastructural facilities, prevention of soil 
erosion, protection against adverse impacts of 
water resources such as floods and 
avalanches. 
4.5.1 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
forest management planning is aimed to 
maintain, conserve and enhance biodiversity 
on landscape, ecosystem, species and 
genetic levels. 
4.5.1.18 Measures to improve and maintain 
biological diversity (genetic, species and 
ecosystem) shall be taken in accordance with 
rules and regulations in force. 
Note: It is necessary to support horizontal and 
vertical diversification as well as species 
diversity such as, for example, mixed forest if 
applicable. This shall aim at maintenance or 
restoration of landscape diversity. 
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8.2.3 The standard requires that use of fire shall 
be limited to regions where fire is an essential 
tool in forest management for regeneration, 
wildfire protection and habitat management or a 
recognized practice of indigenous peoples. In 
these cases adequate management and control 
measures shall be taken. 

YES 

4.5.9.3 Guidelines imposing restrictions 
and/or prohibitions to cause harmful actions to 
environment and water resources in process 
of vehicles and equipment operation shall be 
available. 
Note: Harmful actions are 

е) use of slash fire and artificial burning on 
cutting areas in cases other than when they 
are used under control of experts to achieve 
reasonable planned goals; 
 

8.2.4 The standard requires that appropriate 
forest management practices such as 
reforestation and afforestation with tree species 
and provenances that are suited to the site 
conditions or the use of tending, harvesting and 
transport techniques that minimise tree and/or 
soil damages shall be applied. 

YES 

4.5.6 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
local economically valuable species are 
primarily used for reforestation, afforestation 
and plantations. 
4.5.6.2 Endemic and native species well 
adapted to the conditions of forest plot shall 
be used for reforestation and afforestation, 
where applicable. 
Note: Only those introduced species or 
varieties that have been assessed against 
environmental impact on ecosystem and 
genetic integrity shall be used on condition 
that their negative impact can be prevented or 
minimized. Guiding principles of the 
Convention on biological diversity [20] for 
prevention, introduction and reduced impact 
of exotic species threatening ecosystems, 
habitats and endemic species shall be 
considered as a guide for prevention of 
introduction of invasive species. 
4.5.9.5 Measures to control and prevent 
pollution of environment, soil and water 
resources shall be taken. 
Note: Measures to control and prevent 
pollution of environment, soil and water 
resources shall include: 
a) use of appropriate vehicles and equipment 
that do not have negative impact on 
environment, soil and water resources;  
b) use of technological processes that are 
recommended and feasible for local natural 
and production conditions;  
c) use of appropriate forestry practices 
feasible for local conditions including tending, 
methods of timber harvesting and 
transportation that have minimum impact on 
vegetation, soil and water resources;  
d) use of cutting operations that comply with 
cutting site technological chart;  
e) compliance with regulations for wood 
bundling and rafting;  
f) monitoring the results of implemented 
measures including water-resources balance 
and water quality (downstream, where 
applicable). 
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8.2.5 The standard requires that the 
indiscriminate disposal of waste on forest land 
shall be strictly avoided. Non-organic waste and 
litter shall be collected, stored in designated 
areas and removed in an environmentally-
responsible manner. The spillage of oil or fuel 
during forest management operations shall be 
prevented. Emergency procedures for the 
minimisation of risk of environmental harm 
arising from the accidental spillage shall be in 
place. 

YES 

4.5.8 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
production and domestic waste accumulated 
in process of economic activity are removed, 
collected and recycled in safe manner. 

4.5.9 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
technological processes, vehicle and 
equipment do not have adverse impact on soil 
and water resources. 

8.2.6 The standard requires that integrated pest 
management, appropriate silviculture 
alternatives and other biological measures shall 
be preferred to minimise the use of pesticides. 

YES 
4.5.7.2 The use of permitted pesticides shall 
be minimised by methods of IPM and other 
suitable silvicultural and biological control 
means. 

8.2.7 The standard requires that any use of 
pesticides is documented. YES 

4.5.7.12 Use of permitted pesticides and 
chemicals shall be controlled and documented 
by the experts. 

8.2.8 The standard requires that the WHO Class 
1A and 1B pesticides and other highly toxic 
pesticides shall be prohibited, except where no 
other viable alternative is available. Any 
exception to the usage of WHO Class 1A and 1B 
pesticides shall be defined in the 
national/regional standard. 

YES 

4.5.7.14 Approval and prohibitive documents 
shall be available and followed [22, 23, 28, 
36]; 
Note: Pesticides type 1А (highly hazardous) 
and 1В (very hazardous) of World Health 
Organization list of prohibited pesticides and 
chemicals as well as other highly toxic 
pesticides shall not be used. Such pesticides 
as chlorinated hydrocarbons whose 
derivatives remain biologically active and are 
accumulated in the food chain beyond their 
intended use as well as any pesticides 
banned by the international agreements shall 
be prohibited in accordance with the 2001 
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants [22]. 

8.2.9 The standard requires that pesticides, such 
as chlorinated hydrocarbons whose derivatives 
remain biologically active and accumulate in the 
food chain beyond their intended use, and any 
pesticides banned by international agreement, 
shall be prohibited. 

Note: “Pesticides banned by international 
agreements” are defined in the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. 

YES 

4.5.7.14 Approval and prohibitive documents 
shall be available and followed [22, 23, 28, 
36]; 
Note: Pesticides type 1А (highly hazardous) 
and 1В (very hazardous) of World Health 
Organization list of prohibited pesticides and 
chemicals as well as other highly toxic 
pesticides shall not be used. Such pesticides 
as chlorinated hydrocarbons whose 
derivatives remain biologically active and are 
accumulated in the food chain beyond their 
intended use as well as any pesticides 
banned by the international agreements shall 
be prohibited in accordance with the 2001 
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants [22]. 

8.2.10 The standard requires that the use of 
pesticides shall follow the instructions given by 
the pesticide producer and be implemented with 
proper equipment by trained personnel. 

YES 

4.5.7.6 Pesticides shall be used only in cases 
when their use is absolutely necessary. 
Pesticides shall only be used by trained 
experts in accordance with rules and 
regulations of pesticides use as well as safety 
regulations. 
4.5.7.7 Proper training about use of pesticides 
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shall be provided to personnel.  
4.5.7.8 Proper training about use of chemicals 
shall be provided to personnel. 
4.5.7.9 Proper equipment for use of pesticides 
shall be provided. 
4.5.7.10 Proper equipment for use of 
chemicals shall be provided. 
4.5.7.11 Safety instructions and guidelines 
including manufacturer instruction manuals as 
well as user manuals for use of approved 
pesticides and chemicals shall be followed. 
4.5.7.12 Use of permitted pesticides and 
chemicals shall be controlled and documented 
by the experts. 
4.5.7.13 Safety instructions and guidelines for 
use of pesticides and chemicals shall be 
available. 
4.5.7.14 Approval and prohibitive documents 
shall be available and followed [22, 23, 28, 
36]; 
Note: Pesticides type 1А (highly hazardous) 
and 1В (very hazardous) of World Health 
Organization list of prohibited pesticides and 
chemicals as well as other highly toxic 
pesticides shall not be used. Such pesticides 
as chlorinated hydrocarbons whose 
derivatives remain biologically active and are 
accumulated in the food chain beyond their 
intended use as well as any pesticides 
banned by the international agreements shall 
be prohibited in accordance with the 2001 
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants [22]. 

8.2.11 The standard requires that where 
fertilisers are used, they shall be applied in a 
controlled manner and with due consideration for 
the environment. Fertilizer use shall not be an 
alternative to appropriate soil nutrient 
management. 

YES 

4.5.7.1 Fertilizers shall be used only under 
control of experts and only on the permanent 
sites of forest-seed establishments, forest 
plantations, nurseries, in process of 
afforestation and soil reclamation for non-
forest lands when the necessity of such use is 
approved as a result of assessments and 
permits in accordance with legislation. 
Note: Use of fertilizers shall not be the 
alternative for proper regulation of nutrient 
intensity in soil. 
 

8.3 Criterion 3: Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood and non-wood) 

8.3.1 The standard requires that the capability of 
forests to produce a range of wood and non-
wood forest products and services on a 
sustainable basis shall be maintained. 

YES 

4.1.3.4 In cases when non-wood forest 
products are under responsibility of the 
organisation and included in organisation 
forest management, their exploitation shall be 
regulated, monitored and controlled. 

4.3.1.13 Allowable sustainable harvest rates 
shall be defined by considering 
implementation of techniques that minimise 
direct and indirect damage to forest, soil and 
water resources providing: 
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a) maintenance of the quantity and quality of 
forest resources in the long and medium 
perspective based on balanced 
harvest/increment ratio: 
b) allowable use of non-wood forest products 
in cases when forest management covers 
commercial use of non-wood forest products 
at a level which can have an impact on their 
long-term sustainability. 
Note: Allowable sustainable harvest rates 
shall be reviewed in case authorized 
government bodies take decision to withdraw 
lands from the applicant’s territory and use 
them for other purpose and such withdrawal 
has influence on the rates. 
4.4.2 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure 
balance between the volume of harvested 
forest products and allowable sustainable 
harvest rates. 
Indicators: 
4.4.2.1 Forestry operations shall comply with 
the goal of maintaining or reaching the forest 
stock that would be economically, 
environmentally and socially desirable. 
4.4.2.2 A system for recording harvested 
forest resources shall be available. 
4.4.2.3 Timber harvest volumes for each 
management unit shall not exceed 
sustainable harvest rate. 
4.4.2.4 Volumes of annual harvest of non-
timber forest products shall not exceed the 
allowable sustainable harvest rate. 
4.4.2.5 Non-timber forest products use, 
hunting and fishing shall be regulated, 
monitored and controlled. 
4.4.2.6 Volumes of annual harvest for timber 
and non-timber forest products shall not 
exceed the rates that may be sustained in the 
long-term perspective. 
4.4.2.7 Harvested forest products shall be 
used in an optimum manner. 
4.4.4 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure that 
in the process of its operation it considers all 
opportunities for production of various forest 
products, services and types of forest use. 
Indicators: 
4.4.4.1 The forest management plan shall aim 
to maintain the forests’ ability to produce a list 
of timber and non-timber products and 
services without forest depletion. 
4.4.4.2 Forest management plan shall include 
a section for recording forest products and 
forest use. 
4.4.4.3 The policy for sustainable forest 
management and for support of commercial 
and non-commercial forest products and 
services shall be documented. 
4.4.4.4 Records for all produced forest 
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products and provided services shall be kept. 
4.4.4.5 Market research of trends and 
competitiveness of forest products and 
services shall be conducted. 
4.4.4.6 The forest management plan shall aim 
to reach reasonable economic indicators 
taking into account any available market 
research, opportunities of expanding into new 
markets and economic activities covering all 
forest products and services. 
4.4.4.7 A long-term plan for enlarging the 
range of produced forest products and 
provided services shall be available. 
4.4.4.8 Opportunities for producing a wide 
range of forest products (timber and non-
timber) including non-timber forest resources, 
use of forest for cultural, recreational, 
ecological, educational, tourist and sports 
purposes shall be considered and used. 
4.4.4.9 Forestry operations shall maintain and 
enhance forest resources and encourage the 
diversification of products and services in the 
long-term perspective. 

8.3.2 The standard requires that sound 
economic performance shall be pursued, taking 
into account possibilities for new markets and 
economic activities in connection with all 
relevant goods and services of forests. 

YES 

4.3.2 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure 
economic feasibility (efficiency) of planned 
operations with due regard to markets.  
4.4.2.1 Forestry operations shall comply with 
the goal of maintaining or reaching the forest 
stock that would be economically, 
environmentally and socially desirable. 
4.4.4 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure that 
in the process of its operation it considers all 
opportunities for production of various forest 
products, services and types of forest use. 

8.3.3 The standard requires that management, 
harvesting and regeneration operations shall be 
carried out at a time, and in a way, that does not 
reduce the productive capacity of the site, for 
example by avoiding damage to soil and 
retained stands and trees. 

YES 

4.3.1.13 Allowable sustainable harvest rates 
shall be defined by considering 
implementation of techniques that minimise 
direct and indirect damage to forest, soil and 
water resources providing: 
c) maintenance of the quantity and quality of 
forest resources in the long and medium 
perspective based on balanced 
harvest/increment ratio: 
d) allowable use of non-wood forest products 
in cases when forest management covers 
commercial use of non-wood forest products 
at a level which can have an impact on their 
long-term sustainability. 
Note: Allowable sustainable harvest rates 
shall be reviewed in case authorized 
government bodies take decision to withdraw 
lands from the applicant’s territory and use 
them for other purpose and such withdrawal 
has influence on the rates. 
4.4.3.3 Reforestation, afforestation, tending 
and timber harvesting (including logging and 
hauling) shall be carried out in due time and 
manner not affecting the productive capacity 
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of the forest plot to store and sequester 
carbon in medium and long-term perspective, 
for example, by preventing the damage to the 
remaining stand, trees and forest soils as well 
as by applying appropriate melioration and 
forest regeneration systems. 
4.5.6.4 Plantations shall be set up after 
getting environmental seal of approval 
through the established procedure [1]. 
Note: Conversion of primary forests into 
plantations is prohibited. Conversion of 
severely degraded forests to forest plantations 
shall be considered, whenever it can add 
economic, ecological, social and/or cultural 
value. Precondition of adding such value are 
circumstances where the conversion: 
c) are in compliance with national and 
regional policy and legislation applicable for 
land use and forest management and is a 
result of national or regional land-use planning 
governed by a governmental or other official 
authority; 
d) are established based on a decision-
making process when affected stakeholders 
have opportunity to contribute through 
transparent and participatory consultation 
processes; 
e) has a positive impact on long-term carbon 
sequestration capacity of forest vegetation; 
f) does not have negative impacts on 
ecologically important forest areas, culturally 
and socially significant areas, or other 
protected areas, 
g) safeguards protective functions of forests 
for society and other regulating or supporting, 
h) safeguards socio-economic functions of 
forests, including the recreational function and 
aesthetic values of forests and other cultural 
services, 
i) has a land history providing evidence that 
the degradation is not the consequence of 
deliberate poor forest management practices, 
is based on credible evidence demonstrating 
that the area is neither recovered nor is in the 
process of recovery. 

8.3.4 The standard requires that harvesting 
levels of both wood and non-wood forest 
products shall not exceed a rate that can be 
sustained in the long term, and optimum use 
shall be made of the harvested products. 

YES 

4.3.1.13 Allowable sustainable harvest rates 
shall be defined by considering 
implementation of techniques that minimise 
direct and indirect damage to forest, soil and 
water resources providing: 
e) maintenance of the quantity and quality of 
forest resources in the long and medium 
perspective based on balanced 
harvest/increment ratio: 
f) allowable use of non-wood forest products 
in cases when forest management covers 
commercial use of non-wood forest products 
at a level which can have an impact on their 
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long-term sustainability. 
Note: Allowable sustainable harvest rates 
shall be reviewed in case authorized 
government bodies take decision to withdraw 
lands from the applicant’s territory and use 
them for other purpose and such withdrawal 
has influence on the rates. 
4.4.2 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure 
balance between the volume of harvested 
forest products and allowable sustainable 
harvest rates. 

8.3.5 The standard requires that adequate 
infrastructure such as roads, skid tracks or 
bridges shall be planned, established and 
maintained to ensure efficient delivery of goods 
and services while minimising negative impacts 
on the environment. 

YES 

4.3.1.5 Forest management plan shall have 
the aim to maintain and improve health and 
viability of forest ecosystems and restore the 
degraded forest ecosystems; maintain and 
enhance the protective functions of forests 
such as protection of water resources, 
infrastructural facilities, prevention of soil 
erosion, protection against adverse impacts of 
water resources such as floods and 
avalanches. 
4.4.8 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
proper infrastructure for effective supply of 
products and services is planned, developed 
and maintained. 

8.4 Criterion 4: Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity in forest 
ecosystems 

8.4.1 The standard requires that management 
planning shall aim to maintain, conserve or 
enhance biodiversity on landscape, ecosystem, 
species and genetic levels. 

YES 

4.3.1.12 Forest management plan shall 
include the following sections: 

d) description/justification of planned forestry 
operations including long-term goals; system 
of forest management plan revision 
regarding data obtained by monitoring; a list 
of harvested species; measures to exercise 
rights and guarantees of workers, local 
population and indigenous peoples [34]; 
measures to preserve and enhance 
biodiversity (at landscape, ecosystem, 
species and genetic diversity levels) such as 
identification and protection of rare and 
endangered species as well as species 
included in the federal and regional Red List 
Books of flora and fauna species [31]-[33], 
conservation of protection forests, specially 
protected forest plots, specially protected 
natural areas; 

4.5.1 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
forest management planning is aimed to 
maintain, conserve and enhance biodiversity 
on landscape, ecosystem, species and 
genetic levels. 
Indicators: 
4.5.1.1 The forest management plan shall aim 
to maintain, preserve and enhance the 
biological diversity of the ecosystem, including 
forest types, species and genetic diversity 
and, where possible, diversity at the 
landscape level. 
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8.4.2 The standard requires that inventory, 
mapping and planning of forest resources shall 
identify, protect, conserve or set aside 
ecologically important forest areas. 

Note: This does not prohibit forest management 
activities that do not damage the important 
ecologic values of those biotopes. 

YES 
4.5.1.2 Forest management planning, 
inventory and mapping shall identify, protect 
and/or preserve ecologically important forest 
areas. 

8.4.3 The standard requires that protected, 
threatened and endangered plant and animal 
species shall not be exploited for commercial 
purposes. Where necessary, measures shall be 
taken for their protection and, where relevant, to 
increase their population. 

Note: The requirement does not preclude trade 
according to CITES requirements. 

YES 

4.5.1.7 Personnel shall be informed about the 
listings and protection practices for rare and 
endangered species as well as plant and 
animal species covered by the Red Data 
Books of the Russian Federation and 
territorial entities of the Russian Federation 
[31]-[33]. 

4.5.1.8 Procedures describing methods and 
techniques used to protect identified rare, 
threatened and endangered plant and animal 
species as well as species included into the 
Red Data Books of the Russian Federation 
and territorial entities of the Russian 
Federation [31]-[33] shall be available. 

4.5.1.9 Discovered habitats of rare, 
threatened and endangered species as well 
as plant and animal species covered by the 
Red Data Books of the Russian Federation 
and territorial entities of the Russian 
Federation  [31]-[33] shall be considered in 
forest management plans. 

4.5.1.12 Commercial use of protected and 
endangered plant and animal species shall 
not be allowed. 

4.5.1.14 The organisation shall assist the 
process of registering areas with rare, 
threatened and endangered species as well 
as species as protected by the Red Data 
Books of the Russian Federation and 
territorial entities of the Russian Federation 
[31]-[33]. 

4.5.1.15 The applicant shall restrict forest use 
in the areas where rare, threatened and 
endangered species as well as species 
entered into the Red Data Books of the 
Russian Federation and territorial entities of 
the Russian Federation [31]-[33] are found. 

4.5.1.17 The regime of limited forest use for 
conservation of rare and endangered species 
as well as plant and animal species protected 
by the Red Data Books of the Russian 
Federation and territorial entities of the 
Russian Federation [31]-[33] shall be 
followed. 
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8.4.4 The standard requires that successful 
regeneration shall be ensured through natural 
regeneration or planting that is adequate to 
ensure the quantity and quality of the forest 
resources. 

YES 

4.4.6.2 Clear cutting operations shall be 
accompanied by necessary reforestation 
measures. 
4.5.8 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
production and domestic waste accumulated 
in process of economic activity are removed, 
collected and recycled in safe manner. 
4.5.8.8 Oil leaks in process of harvesting, 
road building and silvicultural operations shall 
not occur. 

8.4.5 The standard requires that for reforestation 
and afforestation origins of native species that 
are well-adapted to site conditions shall be 
preferred. Only those introduced species, 
provenances or varieties shall be used whose 
impacts on the ecosystem and on the genetic 
integrity of native species and local provenances 
have been scientifically evaluated, and if 
negative impacts can be avoided or minimised. 

Note: CBD (Convention on Biological Diversity) 
Guiding Principles for the Prevention, 
Introduction, and Mitigation of Impacts of Alien 
Species that Threaten Ecosystems, Habitats or 
Species are recognised as guidance for 
avoidance of invasive species. 

YES 

4.5.6.2 Endemic and native species well 
adapted to the conditions of forest plot shall 
be used for reforestation and afforestation, 
where applicable. 
Note: Only those introduced species or 
varieties that have been assessed against 
environmental impact on ecosystem and 
genetic integrity shall be used on condition 
that their negative impact can be prevented or 
minimized. Guiding principles of the 
Convention on biological diversity [20] for 
prevention, introduction and reduced impact 
of exotic species threatening ecosystems, 
habitats and endemic species shall be 
considered as a guide for prevention of 
introduction of invasive species. 

8.4.6 The standard requires that afforestation, 
reforestation and other tree planting activities 
that contribute to the improvement and 
restoration of ecological connectivity shall be 
promoted. 

YES 
4.5.6.10 Reforestation and afforestation shall 
be promoted to improve and restore 
ecological links. 

8.4.7 The standard requires that genetically-
modified trees shall not be used. 

Note: The restriction on the usage of genetically-
modified trees has been adopted by the PEFC 
General Assembly based on the Precautionary 
Principle. Until enough scientific data on 
genetically modified trees indicates that impacts 
on human and animal health and the 
environment are equivalent to, or more positive 
than, those presented by trees genetically 
improved by traditional methods, no genetically-
modified trees will be used. 

YES 
4.5.7.15 Genetically modified organisms shall 
not be used. 
 

8.4.8 The standard requires that a diversity of 
both horizontal and vertical structures and the 
diversity of species such as mixed stands shall 
be promoted, where appropriate. The practices 
shall also aim to maintain or restore landscape 
diversity. 

YES 

4.5.1.18 Measures to improve and maintain 
biological diversity (genetic, species and 
ecosystem) shall be taken in accordance with 
rules and regulations in force. 
Note: It is necessary to support horizontal and 
vertical diversification as well as species 
diversity such as, for example, mixed forest if 
applicable. This shall aim at maintenance or 
restoration of landscape diversity. 
 

8.4.9 The standard requires that traditional YES 4.5.1.16 Traditional forest management 
systems aimed at creating valuable 
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management practices that create valuable 
ecosystems on appropriate sites shall be 
supported, where appropriate. 

ecosystems such as coppice system shall be 
maintained if economically feasible. 

8.4.10 The standard requires that tending and 
harvesting operations shall be conducted in a 
way that does not cause lasting damage to 
ecosystems. Wherever possible, practical 
measures shall be taken to maintain or improve 
biological diversity. 

YES 

4.4.3.3 Reforestation, afforestation, tending 
and timber harvesting (including logging and 
hauling) shall be carried out in due time and 
manner not affecting the productive capacity 
of the forest plot to store and sequester 
carbon in medium and long-term perspective, 
for example, by preventing the damage to the 
remaining stand, trees and forest soils as well 
as by applying appropriate melioration and 
forest regeneration systems. 
4.5.1.19 Tending and harvesting operations 
shall be conducted in a way to minimize their 
potential impact on health and stability of 
forest and surrounding ecosystems as well as 
to preserve such elements (or their parts) of 
forest ecosystem as old trees, ecologically 
valuable trees, seed trees of economically 
valuable species, dead standing trees and 
windfall, hollow trees, overmature forest and 
individual rare tree species in a quantity 
necessary to ensure biodiversity. 

8.4.11 The standard requires that infrastructure 
shall be planned and constructed in a way that 
minimizes damage to ecosystems, especially to 
rare, sensitive or representative ecosystems and 
genetic reserves, and that takes threatened or 
other key species – in particular their migration 
patterns – into consideration. 

YES 

4.4.8.5 Design and construction of 
infrastructure facilities including roads and 
bridges shall be implemented in such a way to 
minimize damage to ecosystems and 
ecologically important forest areas with 
conservation of natural migration routes. 

8.4.12 The standard requires that, with due 
regard to management objectives, measures 
shall be taken to control the pressure of animal 
populations on forest regeneration and growth 
as well as on biodiversity. 

YES 

4.5.4.7 Measures to minimize the impact of 
animal populations and cattle grazing on 
sensitive soil, reforestation, forest growth and 
biological diversity shall be taken. 
4.1.3.3 Health and vitality of forests shall be 
periodically monitored, especially key biotic 
and abiotic factors that potentially affect 
health and vitality of forest ecosystems, such 
as pests, diseases, overgrazing and 
overstocking, fires, and damage caused by 
climatic factors, air pollutants or by forest 
management operations; 

4.3.1.11 Such forest operations as forest 
regeneration; preventive measures for forest 
protection and guard; protection from fires 
including supply of technical means for fire 
detection and extinction; protection from 
insects, diseases and other pathological 
factors shall be planned and implemented. 
4.3.4.3 The sanitary condition and viability of 
forests shall be regularly monitored, especially 
key biotic and abiotic factors which may affect 
the sanitary condition and viability of forest 
ecosystems such as pests, diseases, 
excessive grazing and excessive timber stock, 
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fires and damage caused by climatic factors, 
air pollutants or forest management 
operations. 
4.7.3.23 Measures to reduce the risk of 
natural and man-made disasters during fire 
hazardous and emergency periods shall be 
planned and taken. 

8.4.13 The standard requires that standing and 
fallen dead wood, hollow trees, old groves and 
rare tree species shall be left in quantities and 
distribution necessary to safeguard biological 
diversity, taking into account the potential effect 
on the health and stability of forests and on 
surrounding ecosystems. 

YES 

4.5.1.19 Tending and harvesting operations 
shall be conducted in a way to minimize their 
potential impact on health and stability of 
forest and surrounding ecosystems as well as 
to preserve such elements (or their parts) of 
forest ecosystem as old trees, ecologically 
valuable trees, seed trees of economically 
valuable species, dead standing trees and 
windfall, hollow trees, overmature forest and 
individual rare tree species in a quantity 
necessary to ensure biodiversity. 

8.5 Criterion 5: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest management 
(notably soil and water) 

8.5.1 The standard requires that protective 
functions of forests for society, such as their 
potential role in erosion control, flood prevention, 
water purification, climate regulation, carbon 
sequestration and other regulating or supporting 
ecosystem services shall be maintained or 
enhanced. 

YES 

4.3.1.5 Forest management plan shall have 
the aim to maintain and improve health and 
viability of forest ecosystems and restore the 
degraded forest ecosystems; maintain and 
enhance the protective functions of forests 
such as protection of water resources, 
infrastructural facilities, prevention of soil 
erosion, protection against adverse impacts of 
water resources such as floods and 
avalanches. 
4.3.1.6 Forest management plan shall indicate 
the ways and means for minimizing the risk of 
degradation of and damage to natural 
ecosystems. 
4.3.4.1 Forest stands health and forest 
management scale and activities shall be 
monitored annually. 
4.4.3.3 Reforestation, afforestation, tending 
and timber harvesting (including logging and 
hauling) shall be carried out in due time and 
manner not affecting the productive capacity 
of the forest plot to store and sequester 
carbon in medium and long-term perspective, 
for example, by preventing the damage to the 
remaining stand, trees and forest soils as well 
as by applying appropriate melioration and 
forest regeneration systems. 
4.5 Principle 5: Organisation shall ensure 
conservation of biodiversity, health of forest 
ecosystems and safeguard functions of 
forests 

 
4.5.1 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
forest management planning is aimed to 
maintain, conserve and enhance biodiversity 
on landscape, ecosystem, species and 
genetic levels. 
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Indicators: 
4.5.1.1 The forest management plan shall aim 
to maintain, preserve and enhance the 
biological diversity of the ecosystem, including 
forest types, species and genetic diversity 
and, where possible, diversity at the 
landscape level. 
4.5.1.16 Traditional forest management 
systems aimed at creating valuable 
ecosystems such as coppice system shall be 
maintained if economically feasible. 

8.5.2 The standard requires that areas that fulfil 
specific and recognised protective functions for 
society shall be mapped, and forest 
management plans and operations shall ensure 
the maintenance or enhancement of these 
functions. 

YES 

4.3.1.5 Forest management plan shall have 
the aim to maintain and improve health and 
viability of forest ecosystems and restore the 
degraded forest ecosystems; maintain and 
enhance the protective functions of forests 
such as protection of water resources, 
infrastructural facilities, prevention of soil 
erosion, protection against adverse impacts of 
water resources such as floods and 
avalanches. 
4.3.6.2 Forest management plans shall be 
implemented and review based on results of 
monitoring and operation control including 
changes in socio-economic conditions, 
ecologic functions and forest values. 
4.5.2 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
representative samples of forests are 
identified and protected in their natural state. 
4.6.1.9 An action plan for protection of areas 
of key importance for environment and 
resource protection shall be available. 
4.6.1.10 Areas with special and protective 
functions in relation to society (forests of high 
value, other protection forests) shall be 
registered and marked on cartographic 
materials. 
4.7.9.1 Forest management plan shall aim to 
consider multiple forest functions valuable for 
the society, in particular the role of forestry in 
the development of rural areas and new 
employment opportunities for the population in 
relation to social and economic functions of 
forests. 

8.5.3 The standard requires that special care 
shall be given to forestry operations on sensitive 
soils and erosion-prone areas as well as in 
areas where operations might lead to excessive 
erosion of soil into watercourses. Techniques 
applied and the machinery used shall be suitable 
for such areas. Special measures shall be taken 
to minimise the pressure of animal populations 
on these areas. 

YES 

4.3.1.5 Forest management plan shall have 
the aim to maintain and improve health and 
viability of forest ecosystems and restore the 
degraded forest ecosystems; maintain and 
enhance the protective functions of forests 
such as protection of water resources, 
infrastructural facilities, prevention of soil 
erosion, protection against adverse impacts of 
water resources such as floods and 
avalanches. 
4.4.8.8 Timber harvesting and road 
construction shall not lead to soil erosion. 
4.5.6.1 The species composition in forests 
and on plantations shall be determined on the 
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basis of forest seed base [1]. 
4.5.6.2 Endemic and native species well 
adapted to the conditions of forest plot shall 
be used for reforestation and afforestation, 
where applicable. 
Note: Only those introduced species or 
varieties that have been assessed against 
environmental impact on ecosystem and 
genetic integrity shall be used on condition 
that their negative impact can be prevented or 
minimized. Guiding principles of the 
Convention on biological diversity [20] for 
prevention, introduction and reduced impact 
of exotic species threatening ecosystems, 
habitats and endemic species shall be 
considered as a guide for prevention of 
introduction of invasive species. 
4.5.6.3 Introduced species shall only be used 
on forest plantations. 
4.5.6.4 Plantations shall be set up after 
getting environmental seal of approval 
through the established procedure [1]. 
Note: Conversion of primary forests into 
plantations is prohibited. Conversion of 
severely degraded forests to forest plantations 
shall be considered, whenever it can add 
economic, ecological, social and/or cultural 
value. Precondition of adding such value are 
circumstances where the conversion: 
j) are in compliance with national and 
regional policy and legislation applicable for 
land use and forest management and is a 
result of national or regional land-use planning 
governed by a governmental or other official 
authority; 
k) are established based on a decision-
making process when affected stakeholders 
have opportunity to contribute through 
transparent and participatory consultation 
processes; 
l) has a positive impact on long-term carbon 
sequestration capacity of forest vegetation; 
m) does not have negative impacts on 
ecologically important forest areas, culturally 
and socially significant areas, or other 
protected areas, 
n) safeguards protective functions of forests 
for society and other regulating or supporting, 
o) safeguards socio-economic functions of 
forests, including the recreational function and 
aesthetic values of forests and other cultural 
services, 
p) has a land history providing evidence that 
the degradation is not the consequence of 
deliberate poor forest management practices, 
is based on credible evidence demonstrating 
that the area is neither recovered nor is in the 
process of recovery. 
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4.5.4.7 Measures to minimize the impact of 
animal populations and cattle grazing on 
sensitive soil, reforestation, forest growth and 
biological diversity shall be taken. 

8.5.4 The standard requires that special care 
shall be given to forestry operations in forest 
areas with water protection functions to avoid 
adverse effects on the quality and quantity of 
water resources. Inappropriate use of chemicals 
or other harmful substances or inappropriate 
silvicultural practices influencing water quality in 
a harmful way shall be avoided. Downstream 
water balance and water quality shall not be 
significantly affected by the operations. 

YES 

4.5.8.13 Personnel shall be trained to handle 
emergencies including accidental spill of 
chemicals, fuel and lubricants to minimize 
damage to environment, soil and water 
resources. 
4.5.9 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
technological processes, vehicle and 
equipment do not have adverse impact on soil 
and water resources. 
4.5.9.1 Personnel shall be trained different 
ways and methods of handling emergencies 
to minimize the negative impact on forest 
environment and to apply these methods in 
practice. 
4.5.9.3 Guidelines imposing restrictions 
and/or prohibitions to cause harmful actions to 
environment and water resources in process 
of vehicles and equipment operation shall be 
available. 
Note: Harmful actions are  
a) skidding during the seasons when soil is 
saturated with water, skidding near the water 
bodies (rivers, lakes), water courses (beds of 
small rivers and streams including intermittent 
rivers and spruits) as well as skidding uphill in 
the mountains;  
b) logging in protected areas;  
c) storage of fuel and lubricants and parking 
vehicles in water protection zones, on the ice 
of waterways and water bodies;  
d) use of chemicals and other hazardous 
materials or inappropriate silviculture 
operations; 
e) use of slash fire and artificial burning on 
cutting areas in cases other than when they 
are used under control of experts to achieve 
reasonable planned goals; 
f) uncontrolled use of vehicles and other 
equipment causing pollution of environment. 
4.5.9.5 Measures to control and prevent 
pollution of environment, soil and water 
resources shall be taken. 
Note: Measures to control and prevent 
pollution of environment, soil and water 
resources shall include: 
g) use of appropriate vehicles and equipment 
that do not have negative impact on 
environment, soil and water resources;  
h) use of technological processes that are 
recommended and feasible for local natural 
and production conditions;  
i) use of appropriate forestry practices 
feasible for local conditions including tending, 
methods of timber harvesting and 
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transportation that have minimum impact on 
vegetation, soil and water resources;  
j) use of cutting operations that comply with 
cutting site technological chart;  
k) compliance with regulations for wood 
bundling and rafting;  
l) monitoring the results of implemented 
measures including water-resources balance 
and water quality (downstream, where 
applicable). 

8.5.5 The standard requires that construction of 
roads, bridges and other infrastructure shall be 
carried out in a manner that minimises bare soil 
exposure, avoids the introduction of soil into 
watercourses and preserves the natural level 
and function of water courses and river beds. 
Proper road drainage facilities shall be installed 
and maintained. 

YES 

4.4.8.9 Forestry practice shall include 
construction and use of drainage systems and 
roads that prevent inundation and flooding. 
4.5.9.6 In process of forest works planning 
and execution regulations and requirements 
for construction, maintenance and usage of 
roads, bridges, hydrotechnical structures, 
drainage systems and other infrastructure 
facilities shall be followed in order to keep 
natural level and functions of water bodies 
and river beds as well as minimize soil 
denudation and prevent water bodies from soil 
contamination. 
 

8.6 Criterion 6: Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of socio-economic functions and conditions 

8.6.1 The standard requires that forest 
management planning shall aim to respect all 
socio-economic functions of forests. 

YES 

4.1.1.2 Forest management activities shall be 
carried out under the supervision of 
responsible people with particular functions 
and responsibilities on the ground of constant 
improvement cycle, taxation, planning, 
implementation, monitoring, assessment and 
respective assessment of social, 
environmental and economic impact produced 
by forest management activities. 

4.3.1 Criterion: Organisation shall plan its 
activities in order to keep economic, social 
and environmental balance. 

4.3.1.4 Forest management plan shall have 
the aim to maintain or strengthen forest and 
other lands under forest and to improve the 
quality of economic, environmental, cultural 
and social values of forest resources including 
soil and water resources considering risks and 
opportunities related to compliance with forest 
management requirements [1].  
4.3.1.7 Forest management plan shall include 
a cycle composed of inventory, planning, 
implementation, monitoring and assessment 
as well as relevant assessment of social, 
environmental and economic impact of 
forestry operations. 
4.3.1.10 Information about forest resources, 
environmental restrictions, status of land user 
and land owner, socio-economic conditions 
and description of adjacent lands shall be 
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available. 
4.3.1.12 Forest management plan shall 
include the following sections: 

a) description of current forest management 
including forest resources, types of forest 
use and forest plot functions, environmental 
restrictions, socio-economic conditions, 
regulation on land use and title as well as 
information about adjacent lands; 
b) data for annual allowable cut, felling 
volumes, system of use, guard, protection 
and regeneration of forest resources 
including applied techniques, machines and 
equipment; 
c) description of a system of forest pathology 
and forest fire monitoring as well as 
monitoring of forest stand dynamics and 
growth; 
d) description/justification of planned forestry 
operations including long-term goals; system 
of forest management plan revision 
regarding data obtained by monitoring; a list 
of harvested species; measures to exercise 
rights and guarantees of workers, local 
population and indigenous peoples [34]; 
measures to preserve and enhance 
biodiversity (at landscape, ecosystem, 
species and genetic diversity levels) such as 
identification and protection of rare and 
endangered species as well as species 
included in the federal and regional Red List 
Books of flora and fauna species [31]-[33], 
conservation of protection forests, specially 
protected forest plots, specially protected 
natural areas; 
e) maps with current and planned operations 
including location of forest resources; 
hunting areas; habitats of protected species; 
boundaries of protection forests, specially 
protected forest plots, specially protected 
natural areas; planned forestry operations 
and land ownership. 

4.3.2.6 Plans shall be reviewed and updated 
regularly based on ecological, social and 
economic changes as well as financial 
possibilities. 
4.3.6.2 Forest management plans shall be 
implemented and review based on results of 
monitoring and operation control including 
changes in socio-economic conditions, 
ecologic functions and forest values. 
4.7.9.1 Forest management plan shall aim to 
consider multiple forest functions valuable for 
the society, in particular the role of forestry in 
the development of rural areas and new 
employment opportunities for the population in 
relation to social and economic functions of 
forests. 
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8.6.2 The standard requires that adequate public 
access to forests for the purpose of recreation 
shall be provided, taking into account respect for 
ownership rights, safety and the rights of others, 
the effects on forest resources and ecosystems, 
as well as compatibility with other functions of 
the forest. 

YES 

4.5.10.7 Free public access to forest plots for 
the purpose of recreation, hunting, fishing, 
mushroom and berry gathering and tourism 
(except for fire danger periods and emergency 
situations) shall be provided while the impact 
on forest resources and ecosystems shall be 
controlled and property rights shall be 
respected. 

8.6.3 The standard requires that sites with 
recognised specific historical, cultural or spiritual 
significance and areas fundamental to meeting 
the needs of indigenous peoples and local 
communities (e.g. health, subsistence) shall be 
protected or managed in a way that takes due 
regard of the significance of the site. 

YES 

4.2.4.5 Legal requirements related to tenure 
and use rights for forest plots with due regard 
for the rights (legal, customary, traditional) of 
local people, indigenous peoples and affected 
stakeholders shall be respected. 
4.7.2.1 Information about rights of 
neighbouring forest users, local population, 
indigenous peoples, business partners, 
shareholders and mediators shall be 
available. 
4.7.5 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure that 
legal and customary rights of local population 
and indigenous peoples are respected. 
4.7.8 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure that 
local population, affected stakeholders and 
indigenous peoples are provided with equal 
opportunities to contribute to forest 
management. 
4.7.10.7 Indigenous peoples shall be engaged 
into the process of identification of areas of 
special historical, cultural, ecological, 
economic and religious significance and into 
the process of approval of special protection 
and/or use regimes for such areas, including 
migration paths of tame and game animals. 
4.7.10.8 Areas of special historical, cultural, 
ecological, economic and religious 
significance, territories of traditional use of 
natural resources and migration paths of tame 
and game animals shall be marked on the 
ground and on cartographic materials. 
4.7.10.9 Identified areas of special historical, 
cultural, ecological, economic and religious 
significance as well as areas fundamental for 
satisfying basic needs of local communities 
(e.g., health, subsistence) shall be protected. 
4.7.10.10 Forest management activities shall 
be carried out with due regard to health and 
well-being of local population, indigenous 
peoples and affected stakeholders. 
4.7.10.11 Evidence proving that needs and 
expectations of local populations, indigenous 
peoples and affected stakeholders are 
satisfied shall be available. 

8.6.4 The standard requires that management 
shall promote the long-term health and well-
being of communities within or adjacent to the 
forest management area, where appropriate 
supported by engagement with local 
communities and indigenous peoples. 

YES 

4.7.10.10 Forest management activities shall 
be carried out with due regard to health and 
well-being of local population, indigenous 
peoples and affected stakeholders. 
4.7.7 Criterion Organisation shall provide 
opportunities for development of local 
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economy. 
4.7.8 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure that 
local population, affected stakeholders and 
indigenous peoples are provided with equal 
opportunities to contribute to forest 
management. 

8.6.5 The standard requires that the best use 
shall be made of forest-related experience and 
traditional knowledge, innovations and practices 
such as those of forest owners, NGOs, local 
communities, and indigenous peoples. Equitable 
sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization 
of such knowledge shall be encouraged. 

YES 

4.7.10.2 Traditional knowledge and 
experience of indigenous peoples and local 
population shall be taken into consideration. 
4.7.10.3 In the process of forest management 
the most effective knowledge and experience 
of local communities, forest owners, NGOs 
and local population shall be used. 
4.7.10.4 The process of providing 
compensations for the use of innovations, 
skills and knowledge related to sustainable 
forest management shall be documented 
including contribution of suppliers to gained 
benefits. 
4.7.10.6 Indigenous peoples shall in a timely 
manner be provided with compensations for 
use of their skills and knowledge related to 
flora, fauna and forest management systems 
based on agreements with local authorities 
and representatives of indigenous peoples. 

8.6.6 The standard requires that management 
shall give due regard to the role of forestry in 
local economies. Special consideration shall be 
given to new opportunities for training and 
employment of local people, including 
indigenous peoples. 

YES 

4.7.6 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure that 
conditions for preferential employment of local 
population are created. 
4.7.7 Criterion Organisation shall provide 
opportunities for development of local 
economy. 

8.6.7 The standard requires that forest 
management shall contribute to research 
activities and data collection needed for 
sustainable forest management or support 
relevant research activities carried out by other 
organisations, as appropriate. 

YES 

4.3.1.9 Forest management plan shall be 
worked out and updated regularly in 
accordance with scientific achievements, 
current legislation, existing land and forest 
use plan and forest resources. 
Note: Forest management plan should be 
updated in case authorized government 
bodies take decision to withdraw lands from 
the applicant’s territory and use them for other 
purpose. 
4.4.9 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
forest management is supervised by qualified 
experts with respect to scientific findings.  
4.4.9.8 Forest management activities shall be 
based, inter alia, on the results of scientific 
research results recommended to be used by 
forest management authorities as applicable. 
4.4.9.9 The organisation shall contribute to 
the research and data collection required for 
the purpose of sustainable forest 
management. 
Note: Respective scientific research carried 
out by other organisations shall be supported 
when applicable.  

9. Performance evaluation 
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9.1 Monitoring, measurement, analysis and evaluation 

9.1.1 The standard requires that monitoring of 
forest resources and evaluation of their 
management, including ecological, social and 
economic effects, shall be periodically 
performed, and results fed back into the 
planning process. 

YES 

4.1.3.1 Monitoring of forest resources and 
assessment of organisation forest 
management including environmental, social 
and economic consequences shall be in 
place. 

4.1.3.2 Results of monitoring shall be 
considered in the process of planning. 

4.3.1.7 Forest management plan shall include 
a cycle composed of inventory, planning, 
implementation, monitoring and assessment 
as well as relevant assessment of social, 
environmental and economic impact of 
forestry operations. 
4.3.4 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure 
timely monitoring of forests, socio-economic 
and ecological function, forest resources and 
products. 
4.3.5 Criterion: Organisation shall ensure that 
appropriate methods of monitoring are used to 
obtain comparable results and assess 
changes of forest health. 
4.3.6 Criterion: Organisation shall review its 
short-, medium- and long-term plans based on 
monitoring results. 
4.3.7 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
general public is provided with information 
about planned operations and monitoring 
results. 

9.1.2 The standard requires that health and 
vitality of forests shall be periodically monitored, 
especially key biotic and abiotic factors that 
potentially affect health and vitality of forest 
ecosystems, such as pests, diseases, 
overgrazing and overstocking, fire, and damage 
caused by climatic factors, air pollutants or by 
forest management operations. 

YES 

4.1.3.3 Health and vitality of forests shall be 
periodically monitored, especially key biotic 
and abiotic factors that potentially affect 
health and vitality of forest ecosystems, such 
as pests, diseases, overgrazing and 
overstocking, fires, and damage caused by 
climatic factors, air pollutants or by forest 
management operations; 

4.3.1.11 Such forest operations as forest 
regeneration; preventive measures for forest 
protection and guard; protection from fires 
including supply of technical means for fire 
detection and extinction; protection from 
insects, diseases and other pathological 
factors shall be planned and implemented. 
4.3.4.3 The sanitary condition and viability of 
forests shall be regularly monitored, especially 
key biotic and abiotic factors which may affect 
the sanitary condition and viability of forest 
ecosystems such as pests, diseases, 
excessive grazing and excessive timber stock, 
fires and damage caused by climatic factors, 
air pollutants or forest management 
operations. 

9.1.3 The standard requires that where it is the 
responsibility of the forest owner/manager and 
included in forest management, the use of non-

YES 
4.1.3.4 In cases when non-wood forest 
products are under responsibility of the 
organisation and included in organisation 
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wood forest products, including hunting and 
fishing, shall be regulated, monitored and 
controlled. 

forest management, their exploitation shall be 
regulated, monitored and controlled. 

4.4.2.5 Non-timber forest products use, 
hunting and fishing shall be regulated, 
monitored and controlled. 

9.1.4 The standard requires that working 
conditions shall be regularly monitored and 
adapted as necessary. 

YES 

4.1.3.5 Constant monitoring over working 
conditions and their adjustment to changing 
conditions, if necessary 

4.7.3 Criterion: Organization shall ensure that 
all applicable laws covering health and safety 
are respected. 

9.2 Internal audit 

9.2.1 Objectives 

The standard requires that an internal audit programme at planned intervals shall provide information on 

whether the management system 

a) conforms to 

• the organisation’s requirements for its 
management system; 

• the requirements of the national sustainable 
forest management standard 

YES 

4.1.4.1 Internal audit programme shall be 
implemented and it shall provide information 
whether the management system: 

a) complies with: 
‐ organisation requirements for its 
management system; 
‐ requirements of this standard; 

b) is effectively implemented and maintained. YES 

4.1.4.1 Internal audit programme shall be 
implemented and it shall provide information 
whether the management system: 

b) is effectively implemented and maintained. 
9.2.2 Organisation 

The standard requires that the organisation shall: 

a) plan, establish, implement and maintain an 
audit programme(s) including the frequency, 
methods, responsibilities, planning requirements 
and reporting, which shall take into consideration 
the importance of the processes concerned and 
the results of previous audits; 

YES 

4.1.4.2 Internal audits shall be carried out 
consistently through: 
a) planning, development, implementation 
and maintenance of internal audit programme 
including ways, responsibilities and 
requirements for planning and reporting where 
significance of corresponding processes and 
previous audit results shall be considered. 
 

b) define the audit criteria and scope for each 
audit; YES 

4.1.4.2 Internal audits shall be carried out 
consistently through: 
b) identification of internal audit criteria and 
scope of each audit; 

c) select the auditors and conduct audits to 
ensure objectivity and the impartiality of the audit 
process; 

YES 

4.1.4.2 Internal audits shall be carried out 
consistently through: 

c) selection of auditors and conducting 
internal audits to ensure objectivity and the 
impartiality of the audit process; 

d) ensure that the results of the audits are 
reported to relevant management; YES 

4.1.4.2 Internal audits shall be carried out 
consistently through: 

d) results of the audits are reported to 
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relevant management; 

e) retain documented information as evidence of 
the implementation of the audit programme and 
the audit results. 

YES 

4.1.4.2 Internal audits shall be carried out 
consistently through: 

e) documented information and audit results 
shall be kept as evidence of the 
implementation of the audit programme. 

9.3 Management review 

9.3.1 The standard requires that an annual management review shall at least include 

a) the status of actions from previous 
management reviews; YES 

4.1.5.1 Annual forest management system 
review shall at least include: 
a) the status of actions from previous 
management reviews; 

b) changes in external and internal issues that 
are relevant to the management system; YES 

4.1.5.1 Annual forest management system 
review shall at least include: 

b) changes in external and internal issues 
that are relevant to the management system; 

c) information on the organisation’s 
performance, including trends in: 

• nonconformities and corrective actions; 

• monitoring and measurement results; 

• audit results; 

YES 

4.1.5.1 Annual forest management system 
review shall at least include: 

c) information on the group performance, 
including trends in: 
‐ nonconformities and corrective actions; 
‐ monitoring and measurement results; 
‐ audit results. 

d) opportunities for continual improvement YES 
4.1.5.1 Annual forest management system 
review shall at least include: 

d) opportunities for continual improvement. 

9.3.2 The standard requires that the outputs of 
the management review shall include decisions 
related to continual improvement opportunities 
and any need for changes to the management 
system. 

YES 

4.1.5.2 The outputs of the forest management 
system review shall include decisions related 
to continual improvement opportunities and 
any need for changes to the management 
system. 
 

9.3.3 The standard requires that documented 
information as evidence of the results of 
management reviews shall be retained. 

YES 
4.1.5.3 Documented information shall be 
retained as evidence that forest management 
system was reviewed. 

10. Improvement 

10.1 Nonconformity and corrective action 

10.1.1 The standard requires that when a nonconformity occurs, the organisation shall: 

a) react to the nonconformity and, as applicable: 

i. take action to control and correct it; 

ii. deal with the consequences; 

YES 

4.1.4.3 In case of nonconformity, corrective 
actions shall be chosen in accordance with 
the consequences such nonconformity may 
result in and the organisation shall 
a) react to the nonconformity and, as 
applicable: 
‐ take action to control and correct it; 
‐ deal with the consequences; 

b) evaluate the need for action to eliminate the 
causes of the nonconformity, in order that it does 
not 

YES 
4.1.4.3 In case of nonconformity, corrective 
actions shall be chosen in accordance with 
the consequences such nonconformity may 
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recur or occur elsewhere, by: 

i. reviewing the nonconformity; 

ii. determining the causes of the nonconformity; 

iii. determining if similar nonconformities exist, or 
could potentially occur; 

result in and the organisation shall 

b) evaluate the need for action to eliminate 
the causes of the nonconformity, in order that 

it does not recur or occur elsewhere, by: 
- reviewing the nonconformity; 
- determining the causes of the 

nonconformity; 
- determining if similar nonconformities exist, 

or could potentially occur; 

c) implement any action needed; YES 

4.1.4.3 In case of nonconformity, corrective 
actions shall be chosen in accordance with 
the consequences such nonconformity may 

result in and the organisation shall 

с) implement any action needed; 

d) review the effectiveness of any corrective 
action taken; YES 

4.1.4.3 In case of nonconformity, corrective 
actions shall be chosen in accordance with 
the consequences such nonconformity may 
result in and the organisation shall 

d) review the effectiveness of any corrective 
action taken; 

e) make changes to the management system, if 
necessary. YES 

4.1.4.3 In case of nonconformity, corrective 
actions shall be chosen in accordance with 
the consequences such nonconformity may 
result in and the organisation shall 

e) make changes to the management system, 
if necessary. 

10.1.2 The standard requires that corrective 
actions shall be appropriate to the effects of the 
nonconformities encountered. 

YES 
4.1.4.4 Corrective actions shall be chosen 
based on the consequences nonconformity 
may cause. 

10.1.3 The standard requires that the organisation shall retain documented information as evidence of: 

a) the nature of the nonconformities and any 
subsequent actions taken; YES 

4.1.4.5 Documented information shall be kept 
as the evidence of: 
а) the nature of the nonconformities and any 
subsequent actions taken; 

b) the results of any corrective action. YES 
4.1.4.5 Documented information shall be kept 
as the evidence of: 
b) the results of any corrective action. 

10.2 Continual improvement 

The standard requires that the suitability, 
adequacy and effectiveness of the sustainable 
forest management system and the sustainable 
management of the forest shall be continuously 
improved. 

YES 

3.2 In its activities organisation shall meet the 
requirements of  PEFC RUSSIA system 
documents (www.pefc.ru) and be guided by 
the concept of PDCA (Plan, Do, Check and 
Act). PDCA is a cyclic process of activities for 
constant improvement of organisation 
activities: 

- Plan - develop system objectives and 
processes, determine resources to reach the 
results in accordance with clients demands 
and organisational policy, identify and 
consider risks and opportunities; 

- Do - perform everything that was planned; 

- Check - monitoring and (where applicable) 
measurement of processes, products and 
services in accordance with policy, objectives, 
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requirements and plans, communication of 
results; 

- Act - take actions to improve performance. 

Note: For constant improvement of forest 
management system organisation should take 
into account the following guidelines and 
recommendations: 
‐ GOST R ISO 9000- 2015 Quality 
management systems. Fundamentals and 
vocabulary; 
‐ GOST R 55269- 2012 Organization 
management systems. Recommendations for 
building the integrated management systems; 
‐ GOST R ISO 9001- 2015 Quality 
management systems. Requirements; 
‐ GOST R 57189- 2016/ISO/TS 9002:2016 
Quality management systems. Guidelines for 
the application of ISO 9001:2015; 
‐ GOST R ISO 9004- 2019 Quality 
management. Quality of an organization. 
Guidance to achieve sustained success; 
‐ GOST R ISO 14001- 2016 Environmental 
management systems. Requirements with 
guidance for use; 
‐ GOST R ISO 19011- 2012 Guidelines for 
auditing management systems (ISO 
19011:2018 Guidelines for auditing 
management systems). 
3.3 In process of forest management the 
organisation shall declare and ensure that 
certification requirements are fulfilled in 
accordance with the following principles:  
Principle 1: Organisation shall ensure 
efficiency and constant improvement of its 
management activities; 
Principle 2: Organisation shall ensure 
compliance with Russian legislation and 
international obligations of the Russian 
Federation; 
Principle 3: Organisation shall ensure that 
planning and monitoring are the basis for 
sustainable and multipurpose use of forest 
resources; 
Principle 4: Organisation shall ensure rational 
and effective forest management; 
Principle 5: Organisation shall ensure 
conservation of biodiversity, health of forest 
ecosystems and safeguard functions of 
forests; 
Principle 6: Organisation shall ensure 
identification, protection and conservation of 
protection forests and ecologically important 
forest areas; 
Principle 7: In the process of its forest 
management activities organisation shall 
ensure respect for international and national 
rights and commitments in relation to its 
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employees, local population and indigenous 
people as well as needs and expectations of 
stakeholders. 
4.1 Principle 1: Organisation shall ensure 
efficiency and constant improvement of its 
management activities 

 

*  If the answer to any question is no, the application documentation shall indicate for each 
element why and what alternative measures have been taken to address the element in 
question.
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